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Sterilization of BLACK Women 


Is Common In The U.S. 


That ovaries and uterii have been removed 
with a blitheness rarely accorded diseased teeth 
these days is not a great surprise to black 
women. What was once called our paranoia has 
become documented reality. 

The case of Minnie and Mary Alice Relf, 14 
and 12 years old, in Montgomery, Alabama is 
probably the best-known. There are others, 
limited neither by region nor by the absence of 
federal funds. A few examples. 

(1) North Carolina. Nial Ruth Cox says that she 
was sterilized there in 1965 at age 18, less than 
thre menths after the birth of her child. Her 
mother, threatened with a cutoff in welfare 
payments, consented, believing that the ope- 
ration was “temporary.” Ms. Cox, now a nurse’s 
aide in Long Island, New York, was classified by 
the physician as “a mentally defective Negro 
girl” and told nothing. 

In 1970, Ms. Cox was told by a gynecologist 
that she was sterile. The American Civil Liberties 
Union is filing a suit on her behalf, to render 
North Carolina law permitting sterilization of 
the “mentally defective” unconstitutional. 

(2) Mlinois. A 13-year old black girl — a runaway 
— was sent by the Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Services to a Texas insti- 
tution. There, in January of 1972, a hys- 
terectomy was performed on her during an 
“exploratory” operation for a lump in her 
abdomen. She and her father were informed of 
this fact six months later, though officials insist 
that they sought and obtained “proper au- 
thorization” while she was under sedation on 
the operating table presumably. 


(3) Mississippi A Health Services Evaluation 
Team from New York found that a number of 
pregnant black women in the area were dis- 
satisfied with the pre-natal care offered by the 
county Comprehensive Health Services clinic. 
When the team questioned these women further, 
they found that the clinic made a practice of 
advising them to undergo sterilization im- 
mediately following delivery if they wished to 
obtain pre-natal care. 


(4) New York City. A black woman entered a 
well-known hospital to request that her IUD 
(inter uterine device) be removed. The doctor in 
charge refused, telling her that if he did so, she 
would only have more children. She complained 
to a women's health consumer group which 
visited the hospital the next day. They found 
the administration anxious to accommodate, 
(the woman in question had her IUD removed), 
lest the incident result in adverse publicity. 


Third 
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(5) Georgia. Two health trainees were 
engaged in conversation with a county Health 
Department Director. He illustrated his points 
with folksy maxims and anecdotes. They were 
charmed until, without a change in tone, he 
remarked, “Yes, we got to keep the poor white 
trash and the niggers from reproducing — that’s 
what family planning’s all about.” 

That such operations take place in 
federally-funded clinics is grim but not shocking. 
We know that OEO guidelines on sterilization 
lay in a dusty warehouse for months. We also 
know that even with operative guidelines, HEW’s 
record on enforcing what it doesn’t care to 
enforce, (e.g. school desegregation), is ynim- 
pressive. 

On the state level, it is the old story. Laws 
advocating sterilization of the poor or the 
“mentally defective” have been on the books in 
a number of states, (22 according to the ACLU) 
since the 1800's. 

On the local level, it is terrifying. Consider 
the doctor who informed a number of women 
patients that they had cancer, performed hys- 


terectomies, and used the money earned to 
finance a spanking new clinic. 

Thus, health care can become a political 
and socidl weapon of abuse. And operations, 
such as abortion, that are a woman’s right 
beyond the law, are used to humiliate and 
punish her. One could label this biomedical 
warfare. 

Clearly, one has to be 

(a) a woman 

(b) black 

(c) poor 

(d) all of the above 

by Margo Jefferson 


World Women's Alliance 


346 west 20“ street—new york, n.y. 10011 


WHAT OCCURS WHEN A WOMAN IS. 
STERILIZED * 


Sterilization is a surgical process which 
destroys a woman's capacity to conceive and 
therefore, prevents her from having any chil- 
dren. There are several different types of opera- 
tions which can make a woman sterile. Some are 
more serious than others. They range from a 
simple removal of the ovaries (Ovariectomy) or 
tubes (Salpingectomy) to removal of all parts of. 
the woman's reproductive system ( an-hys- 
terectomy). g 

« The ovaries (there is one on each side) are 
where the female produces her eggs, called ova 
or ovum. Each month, one egg travels down a 
tube which is near the ovary and is connected to 
the uterus or womb. The egg then ends up in the 
uterus. If the egg has not been fertilized with a 
male’s sperm, it will continue to. the uterus and 


out the body. 7 
f the egg does meet with a sperm, how- 


ever, it will usually be while it is in the tube. The 
two will join and then travel on to the uterus. 
This will be the beginnings of the baby. 

Some of the relatively “simple” operations 
are removing the ovaries, removing the tubes, or 
tying the tubes off.so that the egg cannot 
connect with a sperm. In these three procedures, 
the operation is considered minor surgery. The 
removal of the ovaries which produces the eggs, 
is actually a form of castration. (Just as removal 
of a man’s sperm-producing testes is castration.) 
Once the ovaries are removed, there are no eggs, 
so the female becomes permanently sterile. With 
the ovaries, the tubes are sometimes removed, 
though the tubes can also be removed without 
removing the ovaries too. 

The third operation mentioned, tying off 
the tubes, is called tubal ligation. This procedure 
is more commonly used than removal of the 
ovaries or tubes for sterilization purposes. Tubal 
ligation involves tying the tubes and then cutting 
the tied ends. 

In these procedures, the hospital stay can 
be from three days to a week, depending on the 
individual person and the reasons for doing the 
procedure. A common reason the tube and 
ovary may be removed is if the fertilized egg 
remains in the tube and does not travel to the 
uterus. This results in a tubal pregnancy. The 
tube is limited in size and will not hold a 
growing baby. The tube may rupture and sur- 
gical removal of the tube may help save the 
mother’s life. The ovary on the side in which the 
tubal pregnancy occurred may also be removed. 
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‘Albanian Women Celebrate Achievements 


The Albanian Women’s Union opened 
its 17th Congress on June 11, in the nor- 
thern city of Shkodra, in an atmosphere 
of great enthusiasm and joyful celebra 

pias 

Attending the congress were many of 
the leaders of the government and the Al- 
banian Party of Labor, including Enver 
Hoxha and Prime Minister Mehmet Shehu. 

25 FOREIGN DELEGATIONS 

Also attending the Congress were dele- 
gations from women’s groups of 25 for- 
eign countries : Cambodia, North Viet- 
nam, South Vietnam, Korea, Palestine, 
Egypt, Tanzania, Angola, Laos, Syria, 
Congo, Algeria, Chile, Bolivia, Brazil, Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand, Rumania, Norway, 
Sweden, W. Germany, Austria, France, 
Spain, Italy, and the Albanian colony in 
the U.S.A. 

The Congress was originally supposed 
to open on June 4, but was postponed 
for a week at the last minute because of 
the arrival of Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
Cambodia's Head of State. The Albanian 
leaders wanted to be free to devote their 
full attention to this important gathering 
of the country’s women. 

SPEECH BY NEXHMIJE HOXHA 

The opening speech to the 1400 dele- 
gates at the Congress was made by Nexh- 
mije Hoxha, one of the leaders of Alban- 
ia’s women, and a member of the Central’ 
Committee of the Party of Labor. She' 
pointed out that this was the 30th anni- 
versary of the Women’s Union, which was 
born in the fires of the anti-fascist war 
against the German and Italian invaders. 
This struggle was led victoriously by the 
Party of Labor. 

Nexhmije Hoxha expressed thanks to 
the Party, under the leadership of Enver 
Hoxha, for the great advances of the wo- 
men ot Albania, who were so oppressed 
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and poverty-stricken in the past. The me 
dieval walls, the barred windows; the 
black veils typical of the mise f the 
women have Geen anépe awhy, Heaton’ 
many women have emerged as heroes of. 


"the struggle for socialism and defense of 


the country. 

Pointing out that the advances of Al- 
bania’s women were made possible by the 
socialist revolution, Nexhmije Hoxha re- 
ferred to the contributions that the wo- 
men have made to the building of the new 
socialist Albania and to raising and edu- 
cating the younger generation that would 

onward the torch of socialism. 
REPORT BY VITO KAPO 

The main report covering the period 
from the 6th to the 7th Congress, was de-. 
livered by Vito Kapo, President of the 
AW.U. Following is a digest of some of 
the highlights of her speech : 

The liberation of women is inseparable 
from national and social liberation. The 
complete emancipation of women can be 
achieved only with the all-out economic 
and social development of the country, 
with the complete construction of social- 
ist society. 

In the past period, further gains have 
been made in the following key fields: 
1) participation in social work, 2) the 
number of leading posts and professional 
jobs, 3) raising the educational, cultyral, 


* technical and vocational level, and 4) cre- 


ating a new understanding of the equal 
role of women in the family as well 8 in 
society in general. 

WOMEN IN LEADING Posts. 

At the time ‘of the 6th Congress, wo- 
men made up 16% of the deputies to the 
People’s Assembly; today they are 27%. 
The percentage of women elected to the 
focal bodies of the People’s Power grew 
from 36% to 45%. In the leadership bod- 


Address 
City @ State 
Zip Code___ 
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ies of People’s organizations 41% are now 
women. 
In the Party, of Labor, women’ ‘$ mem- 


“Bership grew fron\-12% at the time of the ~ 


“6th Congress_to 24% now. Women make 
up 19% of Party leadership bodies. 

All the women of Albania are now tak- 
ing part in social and state affairs, not just 
those who are elected to some office. 
This is the finest expression of our social- 
ist democracy. 

“In 1966 women constituted 36% of 
the work force; today it is 46%. On the 
-farms, women make up 52% of the coops, 
jumping from 49% in 1966. In some ar- 
eas women make up 60% of the coops. 

EDUCATIONAL ADVANCES 

All children of school age, including 
girls, now attend the compulsory 8-year 
primary school. About 43% of those fin- 
ishing primary school go on to secondary 
and vocational schooling (the average for 
Europe is less than 25%.) As for higher 
education, there is a state university in 
Tirana, 7 institutes, and 11 subsidiaries in- 
the districts. Three times as many girls 
Now attend these higher schools than 5 
years ago. (Before Liberation, about 94% 

«Of the women were illiterate.) 

Five years ago, women made up 39% 
of the specialists of medium qualification; 
today the figure is 43%. Likewise, the 
number of women in the higher profes- 
sions grew from 14% to 21%. 

HEALTH CARE AND CHILD CARE 

To raise the cultural level of the people 
and the women, therp is now one cultural 
institution for every 620 inhabitants. 
There has also been a wide extension of 
social and service establishments, health’ 
care, and rest homes. Medical and health 
cate have improved remarkably, lowering 
the general mortality rate and especially 
the mortality rate for children, so that 
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now the life expectancy has been raised 
som ford veers to 68 years. 


“ravers! St 
countryside. In 1967 there were 586 
day-care centers; in 1971 there were 
2,533, of which 2,205 were on the farms. 
Kindergartens jumped from 417 to 1,556 
(of which 1,160 on the farms.) Maternity 
homes went from 126 to 2,030 {with 761 
on the farms.) 

STRUGGLE VS. ALIEN IDEOLOGY 

Our gains are the result of progress in 
socialist construction. They are based on 
the Marxist-Leninist teachings of our Par- 
ty. We reject the many bourgeois and re- 
visionist feminist theories, which place 
the blame for the oppression of women 
‘on the men, rather than on the exploita- 
taive society. 

The ideal of socialism requires not on- 
ly economic and social liberation, but also 
liberation from the spiritual slavery of 
alien ideology. We must carry on class 
struggle against the external (imperialist. 

enemy who try to infiltrate 
their ideology in to the country to poison 
us; and also the internal enemy—the rem- 
nants of conservative, patriarchal, liberal- 
bourgeois and petty-bourgeois ideas. 
ROLE OF THE FAMILY 
AND RELIGION 

The women of Albania suffered the 
heavy oppression of the canons of the 
church, But all our people have risen to 
smash the organizational base of religious 
Ideology. Women are taking part togeth- 
er with the whole people to further revo- 
lutionize the whole life of the country, 
especially in the struggle for the further 
democratization of relations in the family. 
The role of the family is very important 
in bringing up a younger generation with 
"high moral, cultural and educational val- 
ues and virtues. 

Many women are taking part in the 
arts and literature, and are contributing 
to the development of healthy, positive 
esthetic standards and tastes. 

The complete emancipation of women 
Is the concern of the whole society. 

SPEECH BY MEHMET SHEHU 

One of the most significant speeches 
was delivered to the congress by Prime 
Minister Mehmet Shehu, a member of the 
political bureau of the Party. In his greet- 
ings to the congress on behalf of the Par- 
ty, he made the following observations 

We won our freedom in the national- 
liberation war, in which tens of thousands 
of martyrs, men and women, gave their 
lives. * 
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PUERTO RIGO Is A Colony 


1 was born and raised in New York City of OR that there is no minimum wage in Puerto 
Puerto Rican parents whose life evolved totally Rico, OR that the unemployment rate is approx- 
around New York, and I never had the opportu- 30%, OR that the people on the whole must 
nity to Visit Puerto Rico, Prior to my.involve- work a six day week (especially in the Condado 


ment with the struggles of Third World people in or: other tourist sections)....and ontop of the” 


this country, I had very little interest in visiting fact that wages are low and the work week-long, 


the Island. But this summer I made my first -the cost of living in Puerto Rico is higher than it 


visit, not as a tourist, but as a Puerto Rican with 
an awareness of the colonial status of the Island 


and a knowledge of what United States’ control 


mean to Puerto Rico. My travelling companion | 


was my five-year old daughter. Although she is 
third generation Puerto Ridan, I don't want her 
“to grow up a stranger to Puerto Rico, its people, 
and its oppression. s0 it was important for me to 
take her even at this early age. ae 

‘This trip evoked many emotions. I was over- 
whelmed by the exceptional beauty of the 
Island and the ‘warmth of the people, but 


-" saddened by what the yanqui occupation is 


doing to the people, the culture, and the 
-@conomy. . 


Condado Depressed Me 


I was determined to see and do as much as - 


‘could within the limited time of. a one week 
vacation and the fact that I didn’t have a car. So 
I “bused” it everywhere and started in the 
Condado section of San Juan - or “hotel strip” 
as I call it, This is probably the only Puerto Rico. 
that american tourists ever heard of or possibly 
care to visit. CONDADO DEPRESSED ME! It is 
a combination of the “singles strip” in any U.S. 
city, a Miami Beach with Coney Island ten- 
_ dencies. : : Re 
But this is obviously what the american 
tourist wants and comes to the Island for, 
- because it has hundreds of Puerto Rican worker, 
in hotels, bars, and night clubs,/who speak 
English fluently. They serve the tourist the only 
kind of food he'll eat, and they care for his 
every need. Condado has Hiltons; Sheratons, 
pizza joints, McDonalds, gambling casinos, and 
“many other memories of home - prostitutes, 
topless bars and drugs, if the tourist so desires 
them. What keeps this from being just another 
“42nd Street” is the fact that it is smack in the 
middle of a beautiful CaribbeanJsland. 


EI Viejo San Juan 


I wandered around the street of El Viejo 
San Juan (Old San Juan) and especially wanted 


to see the place where the great Puerto Rican 


nationalist Don Pedro Albizu Campos lived. It 
was only [because I met a brother who is 
involved in the struggle for Puerto Rican Inde- 
pendence that I was able to find the house, for 
Don Pedro is not given the recognition that he 
deserves in Puerto Rico. He and his followers 
were subjugated to a great deal of oppression 
due to the threat that they meant to the U.S. 
control of the Island. 

In El Viejo San Juan, which the tourists 


Jove because of its quaint streets and Spanish 
architecture, I went to see La Perla which is the 
slum of Old San Juan. But it is well hidden from 


the tourists’ eyes by the massive wall of 
Moro, an old Spanish fort. La Perla typifies the 
poverty and oppression that underlies the Island 
under U.S. imperialism. The people live in tin 
shacks with no running water, no electricity, and 
No sewage system. ’ 

I saw the overwhelming beauty of El 
Yunque (the Rain Forest) and Luquillo Beach, 
but on the way to these places I also saw the 
town of Palmer and the people who live in great 
poverty. I saw General Electric, Pepsi Cola, Ford 
Motors, Union Carbide, ESSO, etc., etc., etc. - 
all housed on enormous and beautiful landsites 
reaping the benefits of tax exemptions created 
by Operation Bootstrap. The yanqui tourist 
passes all these sights and feels a ping of pride at 
what the american capitalist system is doing for 
“these” people. But what they don’t see or 
realize is how many millions of doljars in surplus 

Value the corporatiqns dake, out @f-Puerto Rico, 


‘is in the New York City. But most of all the 
yanqui tourist doesn’t ‘see that every cent of 
profit made by these corporations which are 
housed in beautiful spacious factories in Puerto 
Rico, remains in the hands of the economic 
powers in the U.S., never to benefit the workers 
or the country. ; 


Colonial Mentality 


Of the many people that I spoke to 
coricerning Puerto Rico's Commonwealth/- 
colonial status, one stands .out in my mind the 
most. This one man, who has what is considered 
a good job in a Condado hotel, is very much in 
favor of statehood for Puerto Rico. When, I 
asked him about the high unemployment rate 
inspite of all the american “assistance”, he 
answered that the reason it is so high is because 


people don’t want to work the jobs that there 


are, but rather go on welfare. You've got to 
admit that his politics are consistent with his 
privileged position. 

As for the media, I was kind of annoyed 
that I really had to move that dial around on the 
radio in order to find some latin sounds. But I 
didn’t have any trouble finding the Carpenters 
or Dawn singing away the tunes that I had left 
on the “top ten” list in New York. Now T.V. is 
nothing more than U.S. shows dubbed into 
Spanish. There are very few original programs in 
Puerto Rico except for the afternoon soap. 
operas, but they follow the american role model, 

Although the Puerto Rican people and 
culture will, approacheommbxteid,.form if 


american imperialism continues, the basic spirit”*: v 


of the people is still there. I found everyone that 
I met to be warm and kind - and never too busy 
or preoccupied to take a moment to answer a 
question or walk an extra block to show me 
what direction to take if I was lost. American 
self-interest or individualism has not found its 
way into this aspect of the Puerto Rican people. 

As for my daughter’s visit, she was with me 
all of the time and saw the beauty of Puerto 
Rico as well as the ‘oppression.{and I hope that 
as she grows and develops that her under- 
standing will be greater at an earlier age than 
mine was. : 


Marilyn Aguirre 
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Puerto Rico 
Es Una Colonia 


Yo nacf y me ‘ccrie en la ciudad de Nueva 
York, de padres puertorriquefios cuya vida 
giraba totalmente alrededor de Nueva York y 
que nunca tuvieron oportunidad de visitar a 
:Puerto Rico. Antes de familiarizarme con la 
lucha de la gente del Tercer Mundo en este pais, 


‘,tenfa muy poco inter& en visitar la isla. Pero 


este verano hize mi primera visita a la isla, no 
como turista sino como puertorriquefa con una 
percepcion del estado colonial de la isla y un 
conocimiento de lo que significa el control que 
ejerce los Estados Unidos sobre Puerto Rico. Mi 
companera de viaje fue ‘mi hija de 5 afios. 
Aunque ella es puertorriquend de la tercera 
generacién, no quiero que crezca sin conocer a 
Puerto Rico, su gente y su opresion. Asi que era 
muy importante para rhi levarla conmigo, aun a 
tan temprana edad. 

Este viaje evoco grandes emociones. Me 


" senti sobrecogida ante la belleza excepcional de 


la isla y el calor de su gente. ‘Sin embargo senji 
tristeza ante Jos estragos que la ocupacion 
yanqui esta haciendo a su gente, su cultura y su 
economia. 


El Condado me Deprimio f 


Determiné ver y hacer todo lo posible 
dentro del Ifmite de una semana de vacaciones y 
el hecho de que no tenia automévil. De manera 
que heche mano a las guaguas para dondequiera 


que iba y com en la seccion de “El 
Condado” en San Juan, o la faja de hoteles 
como le llegue“a llamar. 


. Esta seccién es probablemente el ‘‘{nico” 
Puerto. Rico que los turistas norteamericanos 
conocen o posiblemente quieran conocer, El 
Condado me deprimio. Es una combinacion de 
“singles strip” en cualquier ciudad de los EE. 
UU., Miami Beach con tendencias a lo Coney 
Island. Pero, es obvio que esto es lo que desea el 
turista.norteamericano y lo que viene a la isla a 
conseguir; porque en El Condado hay cientos de 
Puertorriquenos trabajando-en hoteles, basras y. 

t p hablan el ingles con 
fluidez, que le sirven la unica clase de comida 
que le gusta, y que le suple todas sus necesida- 
des. El Condado tiene Hiltons, Sheratons, 
McDonalds, casinos y muchos otros recuerdos de 
su pais — como prostitutas, barras con bailarinas 
semidesnudas y drogas, si el turista lo quiere. Lo 
unico gue diferencia a El Condado de la famosa 
Calle 42 en Manhattan es el hecho de que se 
encuentra en una bella isla de) Caribe. 

Caminé por las calles del Viejo San Juan; 
queria yer especialmente 1a casa donde vivio'el 
gran lider nacionaliste---Don Pedro Albizu 
Campos. Pude encontrar la casa a través de un 
companero de la lucha pro-independencia de 
Puerto Rico, ya que en Puerto Rico no le da 
el debidg reconocimiento a Don Pedro. El y sus 
seguidores estuvieron sujetos a una gran opresion 
ya que ellos posaban una amenaza al control 
ejercido por los EE. UU. errla isla. es 

- En el Viejo San Juan, amado por los 
turistas por sus coquetonas_calles y su arquitec- 
tura colonial espanola,-pase a recorrer La Perla, 
un arrabal del Viejo San Juan. Sin embargo esta’ 
bien encubierto a los ojos del turista por las 
paredes masivas de El Morro, viejo fuerte es- 
panol. La Perla simboliza la pobreza y ba 
opresién que son las bases del imperialismo 
norteamericano. en la isla. La gente vive en 
casuchas de. zinc, sin agua, electricidad y servi- 
cios de glcantarillados. ‘ 

Vi la belleza sobrecogedora de E] Yunque y 
de la Playa de Luquillo; pero, en camino a estos, 
vi el pueblo de Palmer y la gente que vive alli 
entre tanta pobreza y miseria. 

Vi la General Electric, la Pepsi Cola, la 
Ford Motors, la Union Carbide, la Esso; etc. - 
todas en edificios enormes y en pedazos de 
tierras hermosas sacdndole beneficio a las 
exsenciones de impuestos credos por “Operacion 
Manos a la Obra.” El turista yanqui pasa por 
todos estos sitios y se hincha de orgullo al pensar 
en lo que el sistema capitalista norteamericano 
esta haciendo por “estas” gentes. Pero dé lo que 
no se dan cuenta es de los millones de dolares en 
valores excedentes que las companias sacan de 
Puerto Rico, O que no hay ley de salario 
minimo, o que el desempleo llega aproximada- 


‘mente al 30% en Puerto Rico, O.que In gente 


generalmente tiene que trabajar 6 dfs a la 
semana, especialmente en El Condado y otras 


areas ir ay em ea Sy : 


salarios son bajos y la semana de trabajo ry 


Aiter twenty years of struggle, the 
question of independence for Pucrto 
Rico is formally and irrevocably back 
on the agenda of the United. Nations. 

On August 23, 1973, the U.N. 
Committee of 24 nations that in- 
vestigates colonialism heard for the 
first lime, the testimony of the two 
major political parties struggling for 
Puerto Rican liberation: The Puerto 
Rican Socialist Party and the Inde 
pendence Party. This was achicved , 
over strong United States objections 
because the U.S. has never wanted the 
word organization to uncover the 
truth about Puerto Rico's stdtus. 

After much work on the part of the 
United Committee for thé Discussion 
of the Colonial Case of Puerto Rico 
and the strong support of Cuba, Chile 
and Tanzania, 12 of the twenty-four 
members of the U.N. Decolonization 
Commitice voted to give the twe 
Waders, Juan Mari Bras (PSP) and 
Ruben Berrios (PIP), a hearing. The 
temaining 12 members of the Com 
millce abstained; none were opposed. 
This was tantamount (o recognizing 
the legitimacy of the Pucrto Rican 
national liberation struggle, and All- 
ance women who were involved in 

trying to convince delegates to heat 
Puerto Rico's xidc, gol a clear lca of 
the United States’ Curious waction. 

In their speeches, Mari Bras and 
Berrios described an cconomy and 
culture totally dominated by yanqui 
capitalists and political manipulation 
including CIA and FBI activitics on 
the Inand. 


~ US. convinced the assembly to de- 


A week 1c Committee passed 
an historic ion that: 
(1) Reaflf? Pucrtg Rico's right 


to independence and sclf- 
determination, and 
(2) Mandates the U.S. goverment 
Xo “refrain from taking any measures 
that Hela obainuct the full and free 
exercise the people of their in- 
alienable rights.” Per thes: is 
This sccond clause refers to the 
U.S. plan to destroy agricultural and 
wa life in the western part of Puerto 
Rico with the installation of a super 
port to receive huge oil tankers and 2 
refinery complex. Not only would this 
allow the United Statcs to export 
their pollution to Pucrto Rico, it 
woukd cause the evenfual emigration 
of possibly one million more Pucrto 
Ricans, and most important, it would 
establish a confederacy of inter- 


national oil capitalists in Pucrto Rico 
who would help the U.S. crush all 
movements towards independence. 
The General Assembl: 
this resolution when igtconvenes this 
fall. On September 24th, there will be 
a massive rally in front of the U.N. to 
impress the delegates with — the 
strength of the support for the issue 
of Pucrto Rico’s freedom. The United 
States has tricd to depict the struggle 
as small, insignificant and extremist. 
They arc very angry at the Com- 
mittce’s resolution and will pressure 
assembly delegates to vote against it. 
In 1953, the last time Puerto Rico's 
status was discussed at the U.LN., the 


fictory a 


will vote on - 


clare Puerto Rico a “commonwealth” 
instead of a colony because of the 
supposedly “‘new" constitution that 
was voted in. If the assembly had 
studied the document, they would 
have seen that commonwealth is a 
fancy word for colony disguised by 
Operation Bootstrap. : 


Operation Bootstrap 


At the end of the 19th century, the, 


United States was in the process of 
becoming one of the most powerful 
countries in the world. In the States, 
the monopoly capitalists began to 
look for new places to invest their 
money at a high profit, get more 
natural resources and obtain an un- 
limited supply of cheap labor. Puerto 
Rico was just the place. By 1953, the 
U.S. political-economic powers, in an 
effort to “pull the economic straps” 
of Puerto Rico and boost its econ- 


omy, developed the program of Op- 
eration Bootstrap. ‘ 

The conditions of Operation Boot- 
strap were'and still are to the benefit 
of only the U.S. corporations. It lured 
these monopoly capitalists to the 
Island with 20-year tax exemptions 


and 

the promise of a large supply of cheap 
labor. The only ones to benefit from 
the economic ‘prowess were the U.S. 
corporations. They got workers with 
no minimum wage restraints; they got 
tax-free sites; they got a 30% profit on 
their investments; they got their Sth 
largest customer, (Puerto Rico buys 
$25 billion annually); they got naval 


What Schools Do To Our Children 


When our children went back to 
school on September 10th, what were 
they rtuming to? Certainly. for the 
majority, anxious classmate reunions 
took plice. After that, class assign- 
ments. tcacher assignments and the 

incipal’s specch. Then education 
pods minposed to beein. but our child- 
ren are still being shortchanged. 

Last ycar. the reading level of New 
York's public schools fell once again 
-to an all-time low. Our children can- 
not read English or Spanish. We con- 
stantly hear of new programs. but the 
result is still the same — high school 


. graduates that can't read. write or 


add. If our children are spending six 
hours per day. five days a week. nine 
months a year for twelve years and are 
not being taught the -3 R's, what 
happens in all this time? 

In many schools in New York, it 
has been acknowledged that the child- 
ren run wild in the classrooms and 
through the halls. The school authori- 
ties and police have been unable to 
stop the drug traffic within the 
schools which exists from the gram- 
mar schools on up. When we ask our 
children what they learned, they ram- 
ble about George Washington, 
Thanksgiving, the honor guards, and 
Easter bunnies, but never mention 
much about phonics, Puerto Rico, the 
solar system or square root. 

Instead of stimulating the minds of 
our children with a combination of. 
knowledge, educator's concem and 
discipline, the schools talk about non- 

fessional duties, and an inability to 

NBL HOD [IIIA has 


sened: many women, mothers and 
community people tried getting in- 
volved in school affairs, only to be 
continually confronted by what ap- 
pears to be a hopeless situation. While 
our children fail, the local politicians 
and the Board of Education fight over 
who will control the schools, Simulta- 
neously, the schools fill with an abun- 
dance of apathetic and unconcerned 
teachers and bored students. 
Effect on Children 

The purpose of school is to give a 
child the basic skills he/she will need 
to function in an industrialized soct 
ety; a sense of work and sccomplish- 
ment, and a sense of responsibility, 
purpose and self-discipline. At_pre- 
sent, the schools are not fulfilling 
their purpose. The schools perpetuate 
the naivety and ignorance of our 
people. Without basic skills such as 
reading and writing, a child lacks 
confidence and alternately tries to 
build his self-esteem through drugs, 
gangs, clothes, etc. 

This does not change the fact that 


When the child observes how the 
people ‘of his community cannot 
change the school, he loses some 
respect for us, but more importantly, 
he loses his sense of responsibility to 
be a good student for the betterment 
of the community. Our children do 
not see the purpose of staying in 
school. Many continually cut classes 
or drop out entirely as early as twelve 
or thirteen. Nationwide, 40% of all 
children entering high school will ne- 
ver graduate. For Black and Puerto 
Rican students the percentage reaches 
55 and 60% respectively. 


The discipline situation in the 
schools is abominable. There are po- 
lice in many of the buildings and 
many teachers say that they are afraid 
of our children. In the lower grades, 
the children have been subjected to 
the racism and disinterest of their 
teachers and by the time they get to 

school, have 
the teacher is 


the child cannot function. Becabse the their prison. 


school has never instilled the need to 
do school work or leam a science 
lesson well, the child begins to feel that 
he/she never has to work at something 
that is not for enjoyment. The child 
gets no inducement to master a lesson 
and no recognition if he/she does. 
And they certainly get no encourage- 
ment that they are capable of master 
a lesson. Therefore, the child feels 
4 sense of accomplishment when 
learning a topic well. “So why bo- 
thie? RAGIABL ANNAN! 


Pi 


The D tive Child 
. Due to of interest, the children 
turn their active minds to disruptive 
and sometimes violent activities that 
will gain them the respect of their 
rs. The virtues of self-discipline 
and self-containment for something 
educational is completely out of place 
in the setting of the New York City 
public school. Our children learn to be 
wild and uncooperative in-an institu; 
‘tional sotting.« »+ 


siggand land bases for huge mon 

Puerto Ricans this meant that 
during the 1950's they began a mas- 
sive migration to the United States. 
Many Puerto Ricans migrated for 


what they thought would be eco- 
nomic advancement and survival, This 


migration tured into a nightmare, a - 


nightmare of life in the barrios, unem- 


ployment, social and cultural ali- 
enation, drug addiction, and self-hate 
which is typical of the relationship 
between the colonizer and the colo- 
nized. . 

The only solution for these prob- 
lems is an independent Puerto Rico 
that will meet all .the physical and 

chological needs of every. citizen. 

his will not be achieved in the halls 
of the United Nations because the 
ruling classes will fight to maintain 
their economic privileges on the Isl- 
and. Nevertheless, the fact that a U.N, 
Committee has dared to hear the truth’ 
and rebuked the United States for its 
imperialist designs is a small victory. It 
unmasks the United States before the 


entire world community. It is a step. 


forward but the ultimate answer lies 
in the hands of the Puerto Rican 
people themselves. 


On the whole, there is Very little 


good that our children receive when | 


is no accident, just as drugs in our 


helped obliterate some of the horrible 
conditions our children face each day. 


Obviously, neither the rich nor 
Nixon are concerned about our child- 
ren’s education. On the other hand, 
they actually work against any im- 

rovements in education for the poor. 

lowever, we are aware of their at- 
tempts to cripple our children’s mind . 
Parents are fighting for a new school, 
a new system of education, a new 
government and a new way of life. In 
time our children will join us in the 
struggle and we will all fight so that 
we can leam. 
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Coalition Urges Boycott 


TWWA is one of approximately 
30 erganizations that formed the ad 
hoc Puerto Rican Action Coalition to 
deal with Badge 373. Other , orge- 
nizations include the P.R. Home 
Town Association. the P.R. Socialist 
Party, the National Association of 
P.R.. Cwil Rights, and others which 
reflect the wide range of groups who 
are outraged at the portrayal of Puer- 
to Ricans in the film. 
The Coalition made the following 
demands to Paramount Pictures: 
“L Immediate retraction of the dis- 
tribution of Badge 373. : 
2. Review of all future scripts about 


and/or including the depiction, of 
Puerto Ricans in any properties 4 be 
produced by Paramount Pictures by 
this body of representatives of the 
Puerto Rican community. 


3. An immedia ished public 

apology for the ra trayal of the 
Puerto Rican, identiication cf the 
Puerto Rican independence movement 
with organized crime. and gi- 
orification of racism. 
Members of the Coalition visited 
houses, especially those in pre- 
dominantly Puerto Rican areas, and 
delivered a letter to the managers 
urging them not to accept the film 
betause it would not be welcomed by 
the community. 

Alliance members made the rounds 
of Il movie houses in the Lower East 
Side and the Village, with some suc- 
cess. One of the major Spanish the- 
aters in New York, the Jefferson on 14 
St, agreed not to accept the film, but 
most of the other managers claimed . 
that it was out of their hands, ie., if 
their parent company sent it to them, 


they had to show it. We pointed out 
to them the fact that they could not 
shirk their responsibility in advising 
the company that certain films could 
cause problems in their community. 
The “pass the buck” ethic is at the 
heart of most of the injustices per- 
petuated by this society, from the 
schools to the war. 

All attempts to discuss the demands 
listed above with the President of 
Paramount Pictures, Frank Yablons, 
have met with delays, doubletalk. and 
Tun-arounds. There have been nu- 
merous . demonstrations against the 
film and even the New York Times 
reviewer wrote “unless you care to 
hate Puerto Ricans (or Irish cops) ! 
don’t see how the movie can have 
anything for you.” 

In view of the film's portrayal of 
Puerto Ricans and Blacks, and Para- 


mount res disdain for the de- 
mands l¢ Coalition, the Coalition 
urges everyone to boycott not only 
Badge 373, but all Paramount Pictures 
currently playing: Friends of Eddie 
Coyle, Paper Moon, Romeo and Ju- 
let. : 
The TWWA believes that you 
should not go to see these films, 
especially Badge 373, because these 
companies will only continue to pro- 
duce more film insults if it produces 
bigger box office receipts. Too many 
of our people spend $3.00 on these 
films and then agree that they are 
horrible. (In case you're wondering, 
our reviewer saw it at a free preview.) 
The best rebuttal the capitalists 
understand is when their product does 
not have buyers. If you go to see 
Badge 373, you're not buying, you're 
being taken. 


‘On October 30, 1950, the first 


can patriots, Oscar Collazo and Gri- 
selio Torresola brought the struggle to 
Blair House (President Truman's pro- 
residence in Washington, 
D.C.) to bring the colonial case of 


Andres Figueroa Cordero were 
driven by the oppression of Puerto 
to attack the U.S. Congress to 
remind the world of Puerto Rico's 
colonial status. These five comrades 
are still incarcerated in North Ameri- 
can jails. In the entire world, there are 
no political prisoners who have been 
imprisoned as long as these Puerto 
Rican patriots. 


mot as patriots who fought hard for 
the liberation of their people. These 
governments have tried to hide and to 
rewrite our history. 

On October 30, 1973 a com- 
memoration of the 1950 uprising and 


Lolita Lebron, the Puerto Rican 
patriot who has spent the last 19 years 
in jail for her participation in the 
attempt to bring Puerto Rico's co- 
lonial plight to the attention of the 
U.S. congress and the world in 1954, 
has been ill for months. International 
pressure finally forced prison officials 
gs her medical attention for her 


Now Lolita needs the help of all her 
supporters once more. She has abso- 
lutely no income as a prisoner in 
Alderson, West Virginia, yet ‘she has 
telephone bills incurred by her negd 
to talk-with her lawyers. In.a recent 
calito Claridad, the Puerto.‘Rican 
Socialist Party newspaper, Lolita sug- 
gested that a fund could be created to 
help her with these bills. pas 


T.W.W:A. urges anyone who can 
help to contact us. We are extremely 
proud of the fact that Lolita has 
fequested membership in the Alliance, 
that there was more we 


Lolita Lebron... 


Lolita Lebron se encuentra recluida | - 


a Massive protest to free the long term 
prisoners will take place in Wash- 
ington, D.C. The Third World Wo- 
men’s Alliance urges evayone to join 
us and the sponsor, the United Front 
for Puerto Rican Political Prisoners on 
that day. We cannot allow Puerto 
Rico's national heroes to die in jail. 


OCT. 
30° 


DEMO. 


El 30 de octubre de 1950 comenzo 
en Puerto Rico la Revuelta Naci- 
ont. de primera rebelion armada 
contra los i 
rae. 2 Ge & [lots Aneta cn 

i triotas, Oscar Collazo 
ee Ps Peete tt Os la lucha a 4 
Casa Blair (residencia provisional del 
entonces presidente Truman en Wash- 
ington) para llevar el caso colonial de 
Puerto Rico ante los ojos del mundo, 
muriendo en este_ acto Griselio 
Torresola. Cuatro anos més tarde, 


en un hospital. Las peticiones de la 
comunidad puertorriquena en Estados 
Unidos, las gestiones de su abogado, 


Juan Mari Bras y la presion inter- 


nacional obligaron a los oficiales de la 
prisién a prestarie atencién a una 
dolencia en las piernas de la cual se 
habia venido quejando en vano por 
meses. : 

Durante una Ilamad@ telefonica a 
Claridad, Lolita sugirio la creacidn de 
un fondo para sufragar sus llamadas 
telefgnicas. Como prisionera en la 
prision federal de mujeres de Alder- 
son, Virginia Occidental, Lolita no 
tiene ningun tipo de ingreso. 

Nosotras en La Alianza de Mujeres 
del Tercer mundo nos sentimos muy 
orgullosas de que Lolita haya pedido 
ingreso a nuestra organizacidn. Desea- 
mos hacer mas por, ella. Pedimos a 
todo aquel que. pueda ayudar que se 
comunique con nosotras. Le agra- 
deceremos nos envie su contribucion 
para dicho fondo. Por favor haga los 
cheques a nombre de: 


TWWA Defense Fund 
336 West 20 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10011 


4 
i 


‘hos patriotas que lucharon por libertar 


Solidarity 


cuatro heroes, Lolita Lebron, Andres 
Figueroa Cordero, Rafael Cancel M+ 
randa e¢ Irving Flores, (llevados por la 


* situacién existente) atacan al congreso 


nortéamericano para recordarle al 
mundo la afrenta de la colonia. 

Estos companeros estan TODAVIA 
presos en carceles norteamericanas. 
Son los presos politicos que mas tiem- 
po llevan encarcelados en todo el 
mundo. : 
No debemos permitir que nuestros 
héroes sean aislados de su patria y 
humillados por el opresor de nuestro 
pueblo. El gobierno de E.U. y dl 
gobierno titere de Puerto Rico siem- 


pr han tratado de -hacernos ver a 
tos cinco compafieros como crimr 


nales, fandticos y locos, y no como 


a su pueblo. Estos dos gobiernos 
siempre han-tratado de ocultarnos y 
interpry nuestra historia. 

y ee tubre de 1973, habra un. 

acto de protesta y conmemoracion en 
Washington. Este acto es auspiciado 
porel Frente Unido proPresos 
Politicos: ‘ 
La Alianza exhorta a todos a unirse 
a posotros y al Frente Unido en este 
dia. No, permitamos que nuestros 
presos, héroes nacionales, mueran en- 
carcelados. 


pow 
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Independence 
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. ON THE JOB: . — THIRD WORLD WOMEN 


The following speech wax pre- 
“sented by @ member of the Third 
World Women’s Alliance, Dara Nayo, 
at the Black and Latin Worker's Con- 
ference in New Jersey, The emphasis 


+ ison Black and Puerto Rican women, 


because they constitute the majority 
of third world women in the New 
York/New Jersey workforce. 


Black Women in the Workforce 


Black women have & long history of 
work duc to our history as slavcs in 
this country. The bfutal conditions of 
slavery, the assaults on us as both 
women and workers, and the racism—- 
which limits us as Black women to the 
lowest paying and hardest jobs— have 
long conditioned us.to the probkems* 
faced by working people as a whole. It’ 
is no accident that because of ccono- 
mic necessity, Blacks participate in 
the labor force in far greater numbers 
than our percentage in the population. 
(Blacks form 10% or more of the. 
population, but 12% or more of the 
entire workforce. | 

From the plantations and kitchens 
and tcnant farms of the south, to the 
textile mills in Chicago, New York, 
and Pennsylvania, Black women have 
a history as workers. Up until the 
carly 1900's Black women continued 
to live and work on farms. There was 
little other cmployment except as 
domestics and cooks, since industry 
had not yct come South. The: littl 
industry there was hired mostly 


white workers. Even with migration . 
in the 1900's, agriculture and 
domestic service. still employed the 
greatest number of Blacks, over 3 
million out of almost 5 million per- 
sons. The rest of the Black women 
worked in the commercial laundries, 
food industrics and the less skilled 
trades in the garment industry. 
Between 1895 and 1905, working 
women took part in over 1200 strikes. 
But the real tuming point was the 
“Uprising of 20,000.” This was the 
famous March 8th 1908 demon- 
stration which took place in the gar- 
ment district of New York among the 
women in the needle trades. After a 
month-long strike, a mass meeting of. 


called, Between 20,000 - 30,000 wo- 


. willing, 


& THE 


Puerto Rican Women in the 
Workforce 

The history of the Puerto Rican 
woman is a little different, but not 
much, Instead of coming as unwilling 
staves, Pucrto Rican people came as 
but —economically-forced 
shaves. ; 

The heaviest _migration of the: 
Puerto Rican peoplestarted he 
1940's due to the influence of the war 
industry, when more jobs opened up. 


living and working conditions. there 
were no jobs in my country. I work as 
a sleepin 18 hours a day. I was 
supposed to get $60 a week, but my 
employer gave me $35, saying she had 
to pay my social security and other 
benefits. No one has said anything 
about a union.” - Domestic worker 
“If a white clerk was in the same 
Position as you, they would pay her 
$15 more per week and say she was in 


That, plus “Operation Bootstrap” a a different job category, because she 
U.S. economic plan which brought answered one or two telepnone calls a 
many U.S. corporations to the island, day.” -Clerk-typist , 


caused more Puerto Rican migration.. 
Since these corporations do not pay 
taxes, and no minimum wage, they 
effectively changed the economic pat- 
tern of the island from its agricultural 
base to an industrial base. As the 
corporations expanded their territory, 
Many peasants were separated from 
their land, and many urban slums 
were created. Puerto Rican women 
were limited to working at the hardest 
and lowest paying jobs when they, 


when all else failed, to prostitution.” 
Thus, between 1950 and 1956, Puerto. 
Rican People came to the U.S. at an 
average of 45,000 a year. Between’ 


_ How many of._us have had that 
same experience? Hired at one salary, 
but then given some excuse as to why 


we were paid a lower wage? That was 


my introduction to the workforce. 


It is commonly thought that with & 


union membership, one’s wages are 
higher. However, inspite of union 
membership, Black’ and Latin women 
earn the same, and sometimes less 
than white women who are not in 
unions. [This can be attributed to the 


job categories, plus as third world 
women we receive less pay than any 
other sector of the work: force.) 


RKFORCE 


“L came from Trinidad for better ¥ 


Myths of Working Women . 

Here are -some examples of the 
myths that we as women workers have 
could get them, to household work, or fact that we are already in the lowest to face: 


1. Unreliability and having a higher 
absenteeism rate than men. It. has 
been shown that the ratio of women 
to men for absenteeism is 5.3 to 5.1 


1946-1960 ‘over 500,000 Puerto New Jersey Women in the Workforce percent. Thus, inspite of lack of child- 


Ricans had migrated to the U.S. 


History of Struggie 

However, Puerto Rican women also 
have had a history of struggle in the 
working class movement of Puerto 


Black women, and 265,546 Puerto 
Rican women. They make up about 
6% of the state population. 24% of 
Black women workers are clerical 
workers, 27% are operatives, and al 


- In New Jersey there are 405,658 “fe and other problems, women are 


not greatly absent from the job. 

2. Taking jobs from men. Unless it 
is any but clerical’ or’ other menial 
jobs, women are not in a position to 
take jobs from men. It is true, how- 


Rico. In 1902, Concepcion Torres, a MOst 20% are service workers, with an ever, that now companies are training 
worker from Puerta De Tierra, was the additional 12% being domestic work- 


-Rico. She spoke at many rallies about. *U*vival. 
all garment workers of New York was: the conditions of the Puerto Rican 


women sot jobs usually: Beis by men, 
i ers. changing the title and paying the 
about the condivons of workers, and 56% of Puerto Rican women are women less: Thus both men and wo- 
soon other workers followed hi operatives, 18% are clerical workers, men workers are -getting screwed. 
ample. Women helped to organi ‘and 9% are service workers. However, it is the capitalist system 
Labor Union, and by 1904, there were _ Of the 30% of Black families head- 2nd now the women which determines 
such groups as the Lady’s Union of ¢d by women, the average income is a who works in this society. : 
De Tierra and other cities, and the little over $5000. For the 20% of _ 3. Working for pin money. The 
Lady’s Protective Union of Mayaquez, Puerto Rican women who aré family’ majority of women who work, are 
ag well aa tn'other area: heads, the average income is a little -either single heads of households, or 

There was also Luisa Capetillo, who OVeF $3800. We all know that this is help to bring the family income up to 
was a leader of workers in Puerto "Ot enough for any but. subsisterice a level whereby the family gets the 
, Necessities needed. Particularly this is 
true in the cases of third world wo- 


men responded. Over 2,000 were ing four books in which she preached Women . P 
Black. socialism, human emancipation, equal . IR trying to change some of the ills 
After the outbreak of World War I, ‘rights for women arid universal educa- Which third world women face in the 
between 1910 and 1920, the number tion. different areas of the workforce, there 
of black women in yy and pos Mle pre ates vc 
mechanical industries increa: rom 3 s D 
almost 70,000 to 105,000, while the Lae oe aig agra fi start unions relating to hospital work. 
number in domestic and personal ser- _ It it a Pd , cw fa : anal Although they have more organizing 
vice began to decline. major y o! pee rie Aya se | work to do, there is little else being 
Today. there are almost 60% of all Wi ie pro lems ot ae roe done by unions to specially upgrade 
Black women in the labor force. be- — and in partial their third the conditions of 
tween the ages of 25 and 44, the world Women members. However, sur, Workers. : 
prime working age. They are predomi- prisingly enough, many it _worl In the South and Southwest, we 
nantly clerical workers, (typists, Women participate in la Hf unions in have the fine example of our Black 
clerks, secretaries), operatives (machi- &ater proportions than white women and Chicana sisters who are fighting 
nists in the garment industry and in workers. But they are also concen- the oppressive conditions they face in 
light industry such as toy and elec- trated in those unions which are noto- the Oncita Mills (South Carolina), and 
trical parts plants), and service ‘ious for their white male leadership, ‘Farah clothes factories (Texas, New 
workers (household workers, hospital for example, the Communications Mexico). The women in the Oneita 
workers, and cleaning women). Workers of America (telephone), the mills successfully won their strike and 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of can now have a union. About 75% of. 
America, and the International Ladies’ these workers were Black women. 
Garment Workers Union. These This victory also opens the door for 
unions are either not doing their jobs, 6,000 other textile workers in the- 
or do not see as their priority trying South Carolina/North Carolina area to’ 
Bohl peed stone unor- begin to struggle for union rep- 
ganized women workers. And over- resentation, Si ; 
Wheimingy, Baek and Latin women genqst On The, Chicano ser and 
as part of the Black and Latin work- but they have been able to sustain it 
force constitute 23% of our clerical for more than 1S months due to 
workers, 31% of our workers in the support from across the country 
tnd 13K of our service worker i ete labor struggles are important 
cluding domestic workers. because they symbolize the workers’ 
To hear the accounts of these wo- *tuegles against the runaway shop, of 
men, we know that much organizing Which Oneita is an example. The 
work is left to be done: Oneita mills left New York State in 
“I start at 8 am. There is no Hie 122 Oita escape higher wage costs 
morning break or afternoon break for union pressure. : 
rest or coffee, and you get only 4% 
hour for lunch. I take home $63 a 
7 week. there is no union.” - Garment 
worker ee eee ee 


world women, - 


“ha Blacdl Leleni, ore 


working class, in addition to publish. Present Situation’ of Third World men. 


Problems Women Face 

1. Job discrimination. Black and 
Latin women overwhelmingly are in 
the lowest jobs, are generally lacking 
adequate union representation, and 
face discrimination when it comes to - 
promotions, and chances at jobs: 
which offer adequate benefits such as 
sick leave and health insurance. ~ 

2. Lack of daycare. Daycare is 
essential for working mothers. There 
are 26 million children under 18 years 
of age, with less than | million re- 
ceiving . care of any kind, es- 
poy not 24-hour childcare which 

Necessary for women. who work at 
night, need to go to school, etc. There 
are a few corporations which provide 
daycare for their women employees, 
but they are allowed tax deductions 
for the, entire program, so they actual- 
ly contribute little to the costs. There 
are a few unions with daycare, but 
still not enough in proportion to the 


needs of working women. (The Amal———___ 


gamated Clothing Workers Union of 
America does sponsor 6 daycare cen. 
ters in different parts of the country 
for its women members.} 

3. Chauvinism. Women still face 
chauvinism from their employers as. 
well as from their male co-workers. 
Thus in a question like daycare, it 
becomes apparent that male co-. 
-workers have taken a more active role 
in helping their female co-workers 
remedy the situation. 
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A 


nce as 
working beh 


the spoke of their 
of the forefront 
struggle, pias =ogp of Black 
lersey, on July 28th and 29th, workers* orga e the League 
than 2 te oa sponsored by the Of Revolutionary Black © Workers 
United Black Workers. Participating (1968), the United Black Workers 
organizations included the. Black (1969) . and the Black Workers Con- 
Panther of New Jersey, the gress (1970). 
Third World jewsreel, and the Third In the session on methods of or- 
World Women's Alliance. * ganizing, workers related their experi- 
The purpose of the conference was ences and, successes in gaining new 
to bring about a united front effort in Members and overcoming union re- 
the. New Jersey area among the vari-. %Stance to strikes. One or two persons 
ows-tank and file workers’ caucuses. In Telated the negative effects the use of 
edition, the participants hoped to Srbitration has on the: strength of 
communicate the taking Unions. am 
= in the community around the - In the pcg beret Benavides, an 
of housing, welfare, and day- organizer from Puerto Rican Youth in 
care. * "Action, (which organizes farm 


The session included a Workers in South Jersey) spoke on the 
dumetio tue Haddock of the Plight of the farmworkers. She told us: 
United Black Workers, welcoming par about the kinds of contracts nego- 
ticipants to the conference. In the tiated by the P.R. government for the. 
statement Bro. Haddock said that one P.R. migrant workers, the conditions 
of the aims of the conference was “to On the farms, the danger of trying to 
set up a communications network (a Organize the farmworkers (most of 
statewide workers newspaper) of what Whom are Puerto Rican), and the 
was happening to workers across the Megative role of machismo in pre- 
state: This effort to spread communi- Fenting the women from becoming 
cation would, hopefully, result in a More active 
united front.” - Ben 


Over 150 Je attended a 2-day 
conference nid at the Paul Robeson 
Center(Rutgers University) in Newark, 


Question of Puerto Rican indepen- 
dence, ae 
Members of various community 
groups spoke on problems facing the 
Newark problems of 
and un- 
employed-and the exploitation of pri- 
sontrs as workers within the prison 


Monroe Head of the United Black” 
Workers presented us with a historical 
analysis of Black Workers as 


type of poor service she and 


“Final t the News", a film on 
Black Workers in Detroit. 

On Sunday the Women’s Workshop 
was pened. with a member of the 
Third World Women's Alliance,.Dara 
Nayo, giving a history and outline of 
third world women as part of the 
working class. Beginning with the rise 
of the textile industry built on slave 
labor, Nayo outlined the participation 
of Black and Latin women in the 
workforce: the percentages of Black 
and Latin women workers (as high as 
60% and 25% ctively); the areas 
where they work(clerical, light indus- 
try, service and domestic work); and 
some of the conditions and problems 
facing third world women workers- 
lack of daycare, discrimination on. the 
job, lack of unions, and chauvinism. 

Yvonne Major from thé Black 
Panther Party spoke of her experi- 
ences in one of the hospitals in 
Newark, and on the conditions facing 
third world patients in the hospitals. 
She stressed that if people from the 
outside didn’t help the workers or- 
geen then they would Sena to 

to perpetuate genocidal prac- 
tices on Black people. 

Another sister, Jane P., spoke of 


“her feelings as a welfare recipient. One 


of. the things Jane related was how 
long it took her to use her medicaid 
card, because she couldn't face the 


family would receive. . 
Jane's story brought forth a lot of 


‘discussion around the needs of welfare 


recipients. The discussion almost lost 
sight of the fact most persons on 
welfare are not able to work. Some 
people were even saying “those people 
don't want to work.” It-almost sound- 
ed like the ruling class talking. 


The day ended with a showing of _ The 


ference was very in- 
forma: enjoyed by all. Many of 
us sha experiences. We learned 
more history of third world participa- 
‘tion in the workers’ struggle. Particu- 
larly, we shared and learned much 
about the particular oppression of 
third world women ds workers. This 


was very important since third world - 


women occupy the lowest jobs, re 
ceive less pay, and are the least in- 
volved, 
-workers. 


The addition of skits by the 
TWWA Guerilla Theater, and the 
People’s Players, and the showing of 
“A Luta Continua” were highlights of 
the women’s workshop. The skits 
oO} up points of discussion about 
the oppression of women workers; 
and people felated to “A Luta 
Continua” because it showed the in- 
ternational character of the struggle 
‘we are involved in against capitalism 
and imperialism. : 

The TWWA had worked on the 
‘conference as one of its summer pro- 
jects and we enjoyed many aspects of 
our work. We prepared a factual bro- 
thure on women and the workforce, 
which increased our own knowledge 
about the history and conditions of 
women workers, and at the same time 
allowed ius to share our knowledge 
with others. We prepared skits which 
were easy to follow and: presented 


her new ideas, and they gave sisters a way 


of overcoming their fear of speaking 
before audiences. The Alliance 
thought the idea of the conference a 
good one, and we hope that U.B.W. 
and other organizations will continue 
to work in this area. In the evaluation 
‘meeting the U.B.W.-stated that they 
‘would begin to identify and coordi- 
nate working with the various third 
world rank and file caucuses across 


least organized sector of 


WELFARE STR 


While it is a known fact that the 
Nixon administration has cut down on 
health, education and welfare funds, 
little attention has been given to the 
WINS program, among other happen- 
ings at the Department of Social 

WINS (work incentives) is not 
mecessarily gaining anything for the 
poor, either. It is a program which 
Pravides “incentives” but surprisingly 
enough, not for the welfare receipient, 
but rather for companies. What re- 
mains to be seen, is how many 
millions of dollars are going to be 
spent on subsidizing these businesses. 


In the meantime, in recent months, 


without a check for two or, three 
weeks and even two or three months. 
But according to the officials at the 
center, this didn’t constitute an emer- 
gency because “90% of the people at 
the center are in the same boat.” 
Checks are being held back to make 
being on welfare an even tougher and 
more degrading situation. The Depart- 
ment of Welfare hopes that this type 
of harassment will discourage people 
and will stop them from returning. 
Checks are also being held back under 
the pretext of pending medical 
examinations or job placement infor- 
mation. Some recipients were not 


many welfare recipients have been £'VeN any reason other than that the 
spending countless hours at their cen- “Computers had made a mistake.” 


ters waiting for checks which were 


The following are examples of what 


mever given out. About three months ®°M€ Of the welfare recipients have 


ago, some welfare recipients began 


had to endure: 


ANGLES POOR 


In the mean time, people had beén he could-work for his check. That 


the state of New Jersey in order to 
strengthen the workers movement in 
that state. They will also implement’ 
the idea of the newspaper. This work 
‘is, he would be assigned to a com- 

Pany and pick up his check at the 
center every two weeks. He esti- 
mated that he would be working 
for $55 a week. He had come in 


that day to get his job assignment. ™ust return another day. ; 
‘A 58-year old woman who had All of this will hopefully discourage 


suffered a stroke and could hardly etsy eae do re- 
walk had not received her check for ee eter a nd gnu 
a month. She was given an appoint- use they are — Path ; 
ment and told to come back. She Teaser income of welfare for their 
eed How dia 1 ast 7 mal Tae who ee 
get there since’ her case had been 
transferred from’ upper’ Manhattan jobs — = bieaghorege cess 
10. lower, ,Marihattan. Finally, Pee tiny ane beiacbhicd. celts 
another worker too! That said wage. They are being pitted against 
into consideration and an emer- 
-snged check was issued, She had in 
er hands an eviction notice, 
smeared by.tears. 
These recipients returned to the 


fority on jobs. They will benefit little 
dut the companies will-not having to 
pay them anything since tlie govern- 
ment pays the welfare receipients. 


union members and people with sen- © 


One Puerto Rican man was there to 


iving letters . teicom pick up a check for three months 


imto the center for one reason or ‘ 
another. Others were forced to go to font, He hed won a 
ithe centers because their check had #4! assistance. He ba Ass 
not arrived on the first or the six- to the Disabled for four years and 


had received a work order through 
teenth of the month. the WINS program. He refused it 
In both cases, appearing at the because he was under medical treat- 
centers meant waiting from as early as ment and could not. work. His 
6:00 A.M. until 4:00 P.M. Welfare. checks stopped coming and he was 
centers cose at 4:00 P.M. though thrown into a crisis. After nearly 
fecipients wonder who is doing what four months. he won his case. 
during working hours, “because A woman with three children aged 


nothing seems to be happening.” 3 to 5 years respectively, had also 
Some welfare recipients went to refused work because of. her child- 


their centers as often as 3 to 5 times Fen’s young age. She had not re-. 


‘without even getting in the door. ived a check for a month, Her 
Others, after waiting for days man- turn came up and she left without a. 
aged to get into the center only to be Check but with an appointment to 
given a number which would allow %¢ someone at the center in ten 
them an appointment for a two- ays. e 

minute interview.These appointments ame be pdmnd yer factory for 
would turn out to be for the following 10 years and who had suffered an 


week orien deys lates, 


center on the said day of the appoint- 
ments. Returning remedied little for 
‘Most of them because they were told 
that their records had not yet arrived 
since they were transfer cases. These 
people had not received any financial 
assistance for four to six weeks. 

The attitude of the social service 
employees is that they are following 
the procedures and can do nothing 
about what is happening. Just in case 
the welfare recipients Teally get fur- 
ious with the run-around and inhuman 
treatment, these centers are heavily 
guarded. In one center there were at 
least fifteen guards who had recently 
been issued .38 revolvers like the cops 


carry. 
Another tactic that has prolonged 
the waiting time is that of so-called 
bomb scares. Centers are evacuated 
for the day because of a “bomb scare” 
and clients who leave under these 


2 /Oft-thejeb, accidént“had.'Béen ‘tbjq’ circumstances lose their turns’ sid’ 


This system is reminiscent of ; 
Hitler's “forced labor” in the Krupp 
munitions factories and other German 
enterprises during World War II where 
prisoners of war and citizens of en- 
slaved European countries were com- 


that was paid for by the Nazi govern- 
ment and Krupp and the other Ger- 
man businesses had nothing to pay for 
their workers. ‘ 

Hitler began this nefarious scheme 
by first using Jews and Communists 
who were unpopular with the masses 
and therefore the most vulnerable. 
Little by little, this policy was ex- 
tended to other segments of the popu- 
lation. Welfare people in this country 
Occupy a position similar to the Jews 
& Communists in Nazi Germany. The 
working class in ‘this nation should 
learn a Kesson from this historical 
reality before it's too late. 


. pelled to work for food and lodging - 


Rots as 


1 am writing you for the first time in many months 
to tell you about the hundred wonderful things happen- 
ing to the movement. We have advanced in many aspects 
by leaps and bounds. The imposition of martial law by 
the US.-Marcos dictatorship has merely served to 
encourage us to consulidate these advances. 

Until now, | had not been too sure what In the 
underground should be divulged and what kept secret, 
but now I realize that certain aspects should be known 
because they have registered a definite and positive trend 
and positfre trends should be spread far and wide so that 
others may benefit by their example. 

1 4vill write today about the women in the current 
revolution. Just three years ago, our concept of our role 
in the movement was vague, even muddy. Shades of 
feminism and anti-maleism as’ well as an undue emphasis 
‘on the bourgeois concept of woman as a commodity 
crept in. I remember the time we were enthusiastically 
picketing beauty contests. Even though we did this less . 
frequently than preparing for and attending demonstra- 
tions and strikes and gencrally integrating with the city 
masses, but the fact remains that the bourgols media 
played up our beauty-contest picket lines and attests to 
not only the elitist direction of the press but the fact 
that we were not yel ready to convince them that the 
Filipino Women’s Liberation Movement should affect all 
chsses in Philippine society and should be geared 
towards the worker and peasant masses who comprise 
90% of the population. 


9722 Makibaka bewbere picket Mre. Lethy Montelibano at function 
honoring ten best dressed women. 


Nevertheless, the beauty contest picket lines were a 
part of our development as revolutionaries, and as a 
tactic, it was effective in that it attracted a number of 
women of petty bourgeois origin into the movement, 
women who have since struggled painfully to become 
genuine revolutionaries. Nothing helped us get over our 
narrow feminism and anti-maleism more than thorough 
_feadings and discussions of Engels’ Origin of the Family, 
Private Property and the State. : 


ledge that can be gained only through sctive particips 
tion In production and class struggle. That half of the 
population should be denied such knowledge in its many 
ramifications Is certainly a disadvantage to the great 
majority of the people. 

The peasant women in the Philippines, compared 
with others, take a more active part in the process of 
production. Together with the men, they plant, harvest 
and winnow rice if that is the source of their livellhood. 
This affords them relatively more status and therefore 


of wages and the layi 
of workers, the inc 


ployment is rampant 


We learned to view the fact of male authority more 
objectively, to see that it is mot a concept men dreamed 
up out of the blue so that they could dominate; to sce 
that Filipino men as well as Filipino women are victims However, other than taking part in some stages in the family, This ls io 
of the semi-colonial, semifeudal system, and the way to % _._ i the process of production, women sre compelled to stay_——__~—-— . "og ng 
tear off the screen of male authority between us Is to home, care for the children, cook, wash dishes and 
overthrow, together, the system that set up that screen. clothes, and plant vegetables or raise pigs or poultry to 

, In 1971 and thereafter, the thing that t “ee supplement the insufficient family income. Unlike the 
ale Of weewen ta semi men, they have little or no dealings with the landlord, 
most sbout the sembcolonial, and ‘this tends to shut out from their purview any 


more say in domestic affairs and relatively more help the US-Marcos dicta 


from men in the rearing of children. 


frequently, workers’ 
working women, man 
as Liza Balando, who 
demonstration on Mi 


feudal society was that woman “is meant for the home.” 
*1 think I speak for the majority of women activists of 
petty-bourgeois origin of my geacration. Having separ- 
ated from our families mentally or in actual fect, and 
heaving found our talents and energies well-used by the 
surging tide of the cultural revolution, we dreaded 4 


return to the old order where we would have to cook, 


clean house and care for the children all day, and 
therefore waste away while the main current rushed by. 

Some of us carried our little “rebellion” to the 
extreme by refusing to do household chores, while 
others purposely looked for any kind of work outside 
the narrow confines of family or collective home. But 
always there was that striving to. be useful to the 
movement in ways other than keeping house and caring 
for future revolutionaries. 


OPPRESSION HELPS RULING CLASSES 


We have since learned that the concept that 
“woman is for the home” arises out of a reactionary 
state's unwillingness to spend for the rearing and 
education of its citizen's childrea. “Woman Is for the 
home” because while the man slaves 8 or mare hours s 
day to create profit for the capitalist, she must rear the 
children who cannot go to surseries or schools because 
the profit sweated out by the country’s breadwinners is 


meant to make the big capitalists and imperialists richer, 


not to support nurseries and schools. And because 
“women are for the home,” and are not supposed to be 
as skilled and as professional as men, they can be doled 
out lower wages if and when their dire straits force them 
to take up jobs and can be used as scabs whenever the 
men strike for higher wages. 

It is therefore to the great advantage of the ruling 
classes to foster and encourage the concept that “woman 
is for the home.” However, for “women, as for the 
oppressed majority, no such advantage accrues. For the 
weightier role of men in the mode of production affords 
them the aura of male authority over women, an aura 
that is more often than not, translated into brute 

force. 

On the’ other hand, the limited role of women in 

* the mode of production deprives them of vital know- 


first-hand knowledge of class struggle in its principal ‘arise. 


feudal form (ic. the landlord-tenant relationship). 

Unlike the men, their knowledge of the process of 
agricultural production is confined to a few stages, and 
this effectively limits their perspective and confines their 
vision, rendering them incapable of handling processes 
bigger than the management of vegetable gardens and pig 
sties. 

This limited role of peasant women in the produc- 
tive process of the feudal mode of production narrows 
down their perspective. While peasant women are com- 
pelled to stay home to care for their children, men are 
entitled to a certain amount of recreation that may be 
unenlightening, but which nevertheless, affords them the 
ability to see new things, hear new talk, discuss new 
issues, Ye 


The fact that men, aside from having a more 
thorough grasp of the mode of production, can also 
expound on vital issues that affec the barrio, the town, 

+ or even the nation, goes long way in thickening the 
aura of male authority that surrounds them. The fact 

. that women are compelled to stay home and are thus 
limited to “tsiemis” (gossip) and inane comic books, oa 
the other hand, goes a long way in thickening the aura of 
ignorance that pervades their everyday lives. 


INTRA-FAMILY VIOLENCE 


The knowledge made available to the wives of 
workers is even more limited than that made available to 
peasant women in the sense that these women are nearly 
all excluded from the productive process of the capitalist 
mode of production. And because lay-offs are frequent 
and life is generally more hectic, the frustrations of the 
unpdliticized husband over his inability to provide 
sufficient support for his family often leads him to take 
it out on his wife and children, he having the male 
authority, as breadwinner. 

The incidence of intrafamily violence, with the 
man as aggressor, is higher and sharper in worker families 
for this reason. With the recent repressive measures 
adopted by the U.S.—Marcos dictatorthip against the 
people, with the skyrocketing of prices and the lowering 


" WOMENS 


fedge that can be gained only through active participa- 
tion in production and class struggle. That half of the 

tion should be denied such knowledge in its many 
gamifications is certainly a disadvantage to the great 
emajority of the people. 

The peasant women in the Philippines, compared 
with others, take a more active part in the process of 
production. Together with the men, they plant, harvest 
and winnow rice if that is the source of their livelihood. 
This affords them relatively more status and therefore 
more say in domestic affairs and relatively more help 
from men in the rearing of children. 

. However, other than taking part in some stages in 

__ the process of production, 
frome, care for the children, cook, wash dishes and 
clothes, and plant vegetables or raise pigs or poultry to 


the insufficient family income. Unlike the ~ 


men, they have little or no dealings with the landlord, 
and this tends to shut out from their purview any 
first-hand knowledge of class struggle in its principal 
feudal form (Le. the landlord-tenant relationship). 

Unlike the men, their knowledge of the process of 
agricultural production is confined to a few stages, and 
this effectively limits their perspective and confines their 
vision, rendering them incapable of handling processes 
mamma aaa a 

This limited role of peasant women in the produc- 
tive process of the feudal mode of production narrows 
down their perspective. While peasant women are com- 
pelied to stay home to care for their children, men are- 
entitled to a certain amount of recreation that may be 
unenlightening, but which nevertheless, affords them the 
ability to see new things, hear new talk, discuss new 
dewecs. Js 


‘The fact thst men, aside from having a more 
thorough grasp of the mode of production, can also 
expound on vital issues that affec the barrio, the town, 
ox evea the mation, goes a long way in thickening the 
gma of male authority that surrounds them. The fact 
that women are compelied to stay home and are thus 
limited to “taiemis” (gossip) and inane comic books, oa 
the other hand, goes a long way in thickening the aura of 
ignorance that pervades their everyday lives. 


INTRA-FAMILY VIOLENCE 


‘The knowledge made available to the wives of 
workers is even more limited than that made available to 
peasant women in the sense that these women are nearly 
all excluded from the’ productive process of the capitalist 
mode of production. And because sy-offs are frequent 
and life is generally more hectic, the frustrations of the 
_ wmpoliticized fmsband over his inability to provide 
sufficient support for his family often leads him to take 
it out on his wife and children, he having the male 
authority, as breadwinner. 

The incidence of intrafamily violence, with the 
man as aggremor, is higher and sharper in worker families 
Sox this reason. With the recent repressive measures 
adopted by the U.S.—Marcos dictatorship against .the 
people, with the skyrocketing af prices and the lowering 
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of wages and the laying off of hundreds upon hundreds 
of workers, the incidence of intrafamily violence is 
bound to become even higher and sharper. 


However, because lay-offs are frequent and unem- 
sploymeat Is rampant in semi-colonial Philippines under 
the U.S.-Marcos dictatorship, the woman is often called 
upon to become a worker herself, if her income as 
dabendera (washer woman) is insufficient to provide for 
the family. easingly becoming the case with 
workers’ daughters ‘in their teens as well as, less 
frequently, workers’ wives. From the ‘ranks of these 
working women, many revolutionaries have arisen (such 
as Liza Balando, who was killed by fascist troops ina 
demonstration on May 1, 1971), and many more will 


VISAIAN 
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‘UNDERGROUND 


The concept of women as domestic 
acutely by wives coming from the natla 
and In greater degree as they become pt 
petty bourgeoisie. This happens because; 
at all in the mode of production, they sti 
‘more substantlal fruits of their — 
not have to work too much at 4 
afford to pay a poor woman to do their h 
"The major occupation of this class | 
keep themselves pretty and lively s0 
relax after a day’s “work.” In these “ 
women are more like commodities, int 
prostitutes, doled out « regular stipend 6 
men with the required entertainmerit and 
course they play also the important ri 
“tors of the next generation of the ruling 
babies who will inherit the father’s weald. 

* On the other hand, they too have if 
in production, This says much about tha 
of women in the bourgeoisie in relation 
it. does for the backwardness of wor! 
women. And if they too are forced or 
a career, they are discriminated against, 
ing to tradition, men not having 
brainwashed as stay-at-home types, are 
work experience and the education that 
a larger perspective and better tools of 


REVOLUTION CHANGES R 


The on-going- national democrat 
changing all this. The greatest leap 
with the active recruitment of women 
The fact that they comprise one-half the 
permeate all classes, was recognized at 
very inception. Active participation in 
class struggle is today the woman’s sure 
of gaining the knowledge she has been 
centuries. 

More importantly, full use of 
resources, broadened and deepened thr: 
years of revolutionary practice, is the 
answer to the ruling class’ attempt to imi 
so that they can more effectively exploit 
the people. The fruits of the 
liberation of all while the biggest step, is 
a long process of development, a 


few months. A UG (underground) 
foremost a productive unit in the most 
the term. For security reasons, I 


A woman's part in the struggle for 
the class struggle therefore becomes, fi 
very felt. The leap in her 
tremendous. In addition, since she perf 
political and organizational tasks as 
adjustments are made so that she alone 
to the kitchen, housework and the 
thjs end household chores are rotated, 
to men and women alike. Although the 
is still principally the mother’s task, I 
that even in this aspect the responsibility 


blown away from.UG houses on 
because women participate actively in co! 
revolutionary production, they attain 
struggle for production and the class 
they had been deprived in the old as 
Society.” Second, because conditions 
responsibility over housework and the 
must be shared, they are afforded mi 
enrich their knowledge further thro 

informal discussions. The supplanting 
ignorance with a deep grasp of revolution, 
practice ensures the development of good 
and the final victory of the revolution. 
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; Off of hundreds upon hundreds 
sace of intra-family violence is 
even higher and sharper. 


lay-offs are frequent and unem- 
\ semi-colonial Philippines under 


vas killed by fascist troops in a 
1, 1971), and many more will 


HD THE, REYOLU, 


The concept of women as domestic slaves is felt less 


acutely by wives coming from the national bourgeoisie, 
.and in greater degree as they become poorer, from the 


petty bourgeoisie. This happens because, having no part 
at all in the mode of production, they still partake of the 


-more substantial fruits of thelr husbands’ labor and do 


not have to work too much at home because they can 


afford to pay a poor woman to do their household tasks. 


The major occupation of this class of women is to 
keep themselves pretty and lively so that hubby can 
relax after a day's “work.” In these “upper” classes 
women are more like commodities, indeed like legal 
prostitutes, doled out a regular stipend to provide their 
men with the required entertainment and relaxation. Of 


course they play also the important role of the Incubs- 


tors of the next generation of the ruling class by making 
babies who will inherit the father’s wealth and property. 
* On the other hand, they too have little or no part 
in production. This says much about the backwardness 
of women in the bourgeoisie in relation to their men as 
it. does for the backwardness of worker and peasant 
women. And if they too are forced or choose to take up 
a career, they are discriminated against, because accord- 
ing to tradition, men not having been reared and 


brainwashed as stay-at-home types, are backed by the 


work experience and the education that equip them with 
a larger perspective and better tools of work. 


REVOLUTION CHANGES ROLES 


The on-going- national democratic revolution is 
changing all this. The greatest leap was accomplished 
with the active recruitment of women into the struggle. 
The fact that they comprise one-half the population and 
permeate all classes, was recognized at the movement's 
very inception. Active participation in the national and 
class struggle Is today the woman's sure and steady way 
of gaining the knowledge she has been deprived of for 
centuries, 

“More importantly, full use of her talents and 
resources, broadened and deepened through months and 
years of revolutionary practice, is the movement's best 
answer to the ruling class’ attempt to immobifite women 
‘0 that they can more effectively exploit the majority of 
the people. The fruits of the movement for the 
Hiberation of all while the biggest step, is only the first in 
a long process of development, a process that must 
eradicate centuries-old feudal attitudes in both male and 
female. 
In the city underground, some significant though 
superficially trivial advances have been made in the past 
few months. A UG (underground) house is first and 
foremost a productive unit in the most general sense of 
the term. For security reasons, I cannot tell you 
specifically what different things it produces, but the 
mere knowledge that it has a function should be 
sufficient to show you that each and every member of 
the unit, male or female, is a working member; is aware 
of the whole process of production and has specific as 
well as general tasks. 

In addition, for purposes of ideological and politi- 
cal building, each and every member participates in unit 
meetings, discussion groups, criticism/self criticiam ses- 
sions and day-to-day decision-making. - 

A woman's part in the struggle for production end 
the class struggle therefore becomes, for her, very real, 
very felt. The leap in her consciousness becomes 
tremendous. In addition, since she performs ideological, 
political and organizational tasks as crucial as the man’s, 
adjustments are made so that she alone is not tied down 
to the kitchen, housework and the children. Towards 
this end household chores are rotated, assignments going 
to men and women alike. Although the care of children 
is still principally the mother’s task, | am happy to say 
that even in this aspect the responsibility is shared. 


The aura of ignorance that surrounds women in 
semi-colonial and‘semi-feudal society has therefore been 
blown away from UG houses on two levels. First, 
because women participate actively in collective life ind 
revolutionary production, they attsin knowledge of the 
struggle for production and the class struggle of which 
they had been deprived in the old as well as the “New 
Society.” Second, because conditions are such that 
responsibility over housework and the care of children 
must be shared; they are afforded more free time to 
enrich their knowledge further through readings and 
informal discussions. The supplanting of the aura of 
ignorance with a deep grasp of revolutionary theory and 
practice ensures the development of good revolutionaries 
and the final victory of the revolution. 


° 


WOMEN WORK TOGETHER , 


Outside of the UG house, s small, self-contained 
unit where for security reasons, men as well as women 
have to stay at home, material conditions prevent the 
situation from being as advanced. Among worker com- 
munities, the first big step toward liberating workers’ 
wives is usually achieved with the establishment of 
nurseries and cottage industries run on a cooperative 
basis. The men cannot possibly share much in these 
tasks, of course, as they have to go to work every day. . 

However, the women, with the assistance of ad- 
vanced cadres, can now sit down together, talk about the 
problems of their communities. and the bankruptcy of 
the dictatorship that has exacerbated these problems. 
They can now decide as one, the steps that they ¢hould 
take to overthrow the U.S.—Marcos dictatorship. This is 
a far ery from their pre-collective days when they, a3 
mothers and wives, kept each to her own dilemmas, 


confronting the poverty of everyday life alone, power- 


fess and helpless. ; 


In the countryside, especially where armed struggle 
is being waged by the people themselves, the women are 
also organized in the same manner. The men are either 
out working in the fields or are members of the people's 
militia or the regular forces of the New People's Army. 

Considering the narrow perspective imposed by the 
feudal set-up on worker and peasant women in the past, 
these steps are great leaps. The very fact of collective 
endeavor in problems ranging from health and livelihood 
to education and class struggle, with its attendant 
discussions and need for decision-making, is already a 
tremendous breakthrough for the housewife previously 
attuned only to the individual management of vegetable 
gardens and pig sties. Like chicks peeping out of their 
newly-cracked eggs, what vistas, what brightness is thus 
revealed to them! : 

Today, we have a fully operational Red Women's 
Detachment, composed mostly of peasant women, 
attached to the New People’s Army. Today, women sit 
on practically all Party Committees and hold responsible 
positions in different levels of the organizational struc- 
ture. 

We have superseded the semi-colonial, semi-feudal 
society we live in and are in the process of changing. The 
groundwork has been laid, and as we proceed in our task 
of overthrowing the U.S.-Marcos dictatorship, we cannot 
but go further until having achieved national liberation 
and democracy, we can start laying the economic and 
political foundations for the liberation of ALL Filipino 
women among the oppressed majority. 

For the revolution, 


ng 


Resinsanrtioe 


x 


STERILIZATIO 


Tubal ligation is donc to prevent the female 
from having children if she suffers from con- 
ditions such as heart disease, chronic high blood 
pressure, and chronic kidney disease. Also if the 
woman has had two or more Cesarian sections 
where the woman gives birth by surgically 


cutting the abdomen then the womb. These: 
conditions create great stress on the woman and. 


may ¢ost her her life if she adds: the stress of 
pregnancy. However, some women are forced to 
undergo tubal ligation for social and political 
reasons rather than medical reasons and have 
had this opcration without knowing the type of 
operation they were having or its consequences. 


Hystcrectomy is Most Serious 

The most scrious stcrilizafion procedure is 
the hysterectomy. In this procedure, the womb 
is removed. The tubes and ovarics may also be 
removed, too. The presence of tumors, whether 
cancerous or not, is a common cause of the 
opcration, but it can be donc to prevent children 
for the same reasons as the tubal ligation. An 
additional reason may be untreated pelvic 

inNammatory discasc. . , 
This discasc is causcd by organisms which 
enter the body through the vagina and spread. 
throughout the womb, tubes and the general 
arca. The samc organisms which cause venereal 
discasc may in addition result in pelvic in- 
mmat discasc. If this condition goes un- 
Hela Mean lead to scar tissue forming in the 
tubes which can Icad further into tubal preg: 
nancy if there is no room for the cggs to pass. If 
the scarred tissue is more scrious, the tissues 
may stick to cach other and become adhesions 
which will eventually Icad to the necessity of 

ing an hysterectomy. . 

sea eH pom tion involves the cutting of the 
abdomen. It is much more involved with more 
risks than the othcr methods mentioned. Before 
surgery. the woman is cathcrized, (passing a tube 
into the bladder through which she will urinate.) 
The tubc may be removed the day of surgery or 


—_ 


2. Ligation 


eg: ce 


4. Retraction 


. 
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a few days im | is passed through the 


nose into the stomach to prevent the abdomen 
from becoming bloated and will usually be 
removed after surgery. No food is eaten before 
surgery and for a day or two afterwards. The 
woman is nourished by feedings through the 
veins. The hospital stay is from two to three 
weeks depending on how well she is doing. 

In all the methods mentioned, there is no- 
way of becoming able to have children again 


except possibly with the tubal ligation method. 


The chances of having children again is 50/50 
after the tubes are reconnected by having 
another ‘operation. The chances usually depend 
on how long the tubes have been tied. If it was a 
recent operation, the woman’s chances are bet- 
ter than if she had the operation many years 


before. 
Emotional Upset 

All these methods, depending on the rea- 
sons for having them performed, can be ex- 
tremely emotionally upsetting for a woman. It is 
even worse when she is victimized by a racist 
society and she is sterilized without her know- 
ledge and she finds out too late, The procedures 
all require signed permission before the oper- 
ations can be performed, but often women do 
not understand that the operation -is irreversible © 
or they are forced into having the operation by 
economic and social pressures which leave the 
woman no choice -in the matter. A woman 
should be completely informed and aware of the 
consequences of submitting to a sterilization 
procedure. She has the right to demand that a 
doctor and nurse give her a total picture of why 
the procedure is necessary and what is involved. 

The decision of submitting to one of these 
operations, if the decision is left up to the 
individual, can be a life changing decision one 
way or the other. It is worth it to think on it as 
long as necessary so that it does not jeopar- 
dize the woman’s life, happiness and that of 


others. . 
by Priscella Vega° 


ALBANIAN WOMEN. - 


canon law, and backward customs. They 
are struggling as equals, side by side with 
the men, for the complete construction. 


LEADERSHIP OF THE PARTY 
Without the correct Marxist-Leninist 


The principle of equal psy for equal 


-10 40% less than men for the same work. 
Under capitalism, unemployment among 
women is chronic, but we have not s 


SECOND REVOLUTION FOR 

EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN 
Even after liberation, when the women 
had achieved legal equality, the dead 
weight of religion, canon law, backward 
Customs, the negative heritage of the past, 
continued to oppress our women. To e- 
liminste this second yoke, a second révo- 
lution was necessary, and our Party 
lgunched this second revolution for the 
further emancipation of women, within 
the general framework of the uninterrupt- 
ed socialist revolution. This has achieved 


colossal victories, but it fs not finished 


yet, what we have done is only the begin- 


‘out, both by the men and the women. It 
is a long process which the Party continu- 
ally carries oUt to educate everyone in the 
spirit of equality, social justice, marital 
and family unity, etc. 


. BLOCKADE & ENCIRCLEMENT 

Albani is the bastion of socialism in 
the heart of bourgeois and revisionist Eur- 
ope. We live under conditions of bloc- 
ade and encirclement. O1 decisive impor- 
fiance for the destiny of our homeland Is 


pecially liberalism); the spirit of vigilance 
and sacrifice and combet-readiness. 

All Albenians should work, fight, and 
live with the same steeHlike discipline as a 
military unit in encirclement. 

ENEMY IDEOLOGICAL 
INFILTRATION 
The imperialist enemy uses 


refined methods, principally ideological © 


penetration and diversion in a thousand 
ways, feeding liberalism and conservatism. 

Enver Hoxha’s recent speeches have 
aroused the whole people to struggle 
against these manifestations, especially 
in the arts and literature. 

Criticism and self-criticism is going on 
heatedly in the factories and fields, in 
schools and offices, to discover our short- 
comings and eliminate them. We must 
heat up the fires of this class struggle, er 
pecially in the ranks of the cadres. 


Pewee were reser ee eee eee 8 ATOR NE PEEP R teres 


The women everywhere are also tak- 
ing part in this revolutionary drive. The 
educational, cultural and vocational level. 


Promoted posts of responsibility. 
COMBAT BOURGEOIS-REVISIONIST 
FASHION & TASTE 

Women should fight energetically e 
gainst bourgeois feshion and life style. 
Esthetic teste has 8 political and social 
character. Revolutionary esthetic taste 
is characterized by beauty, purity, mod 
est, comfort. This has to struggle 
against the infiltration of bourgeois-revi- 


sionist tastes in our ranks. We cannot ac- ~ 


capt liberalism. The struggle against liber. 
alism is @ struggle against imperialism end 
revi . 
No one Is immune to the dust of liber 


REMNANTS OF CONSERVATISM 
STILL PERSIST 
{n our country, conservatism has not 


the struggle is @ protracted one. Even 
from the grave it will try to bite and pot 
son people. 

Backward customs still impede the 
complete emancipation of women. There 
are still cases of arranged engagements of 
young girls, of go-between marriages, etc. 
We must continue and deepen the struggle 
egainst, religion end backward customs. 

VICTORIES OF SOCIALISM 

Albania is 2s big construction site. 
Large, medium and small industrial pro- 
jects are being bullt at e rapid rate. The 
technical base of agriculture is expanding 
and modernizing. The social and cultural 
sectors are developing rapidly. The de- 
fensa of our country is being consolidat- 


ed, But we are not carried sway with our . 


successes. 

We have one of the highest rates of in- 
dustrial development; the whole country- 
side has been collectivized, even in the 
mountains; the standard of living goes 
up every year; the 


ARAB STRUGGLES 


Aw 


\ 


. insisting that the obstacles be eljmi- 


‘ Mozambican Women‘Fight Double Oppression ~. ne 


Last December the Central Com- In cer’ untries women have 
mittee of the Mozambique Liberation played crucuif Toles in the liberation 
Front (FRELIMO) decided to create struggles and after the victory, have 
an organization of Mozambican wo- been rewarded with a status barely 
men to bring together all of the higher than the one they had under 
women who were involved in the the colonialists. The women of 
anti-imperialist struggle. In March, the FR Mo. o noe intend to, ret 
women of FRELIMO held 2 first leaders underline this point. 
conference of 24 delegates who £x- "The FRELIMO report notes that 
amined objectively the role of women 142 March conference signifies that it 
in the Mozambique revolution. is “the ndamental contradiction be- 

The conference lasted /12 days tween the women of Mozam' que and 
and reflected on the growing impor- the system of oppression and exploita- 
tance of FRELIMO women in the tion in our country which prevents 
actual struggle, in the development of women from making the least deci- 
political consciousness and in the sions in daily life, even on issues 
fields of health, education, and agri- -which concer them. directly.” It is 
cultural production. It underlined also clear that this is not just an allusion to 
the seriousness with which the leaders Portuguese colonialism, as the report 
of the organization take the participa- further indicates: ‘’The conference has. 
tion of women in the struggle. observed...that there was a psycho- 

The development of ideas on the jogical factor affecting most of the 


“subject by FRELIMO is confirmed by women comrades; an inferiority com- 


the importance given to two specific plex which kept them from carrying 


" points. in the conference report. The out their jobs well. After thorough 


first is that the traditional attitude of analysis, the conference concludes 
men towards women constitutes @ ‘that this complex comprises a mixture 
serious obstacle to women’s participa- of the traditional education system 
tion in the struggle. The second point and the colonial system.” 
recognizes that in the future, women's The delegates observed that the 
‘participation ‘must have a larger base Mozambican women are subjected to 
than that of the present “women's initiation rites “which teach them to 
detachment.” be submissive to men and that their 
For some time FRELIMO has been place in society is secondary. In the 
aware that the ideas on the role of course of the puberty rites women are 
women in Mozambican society must specifically taught that their role is to 
‘be confronted. Until now the major make babies and keep busy with their 
effort has been to prove that women husbands and their homes. All other 
‘can perform traditionally male roles, tasks are forbidden them. These initia- 
such as fighting. But the women's tion rites have a great psychological 
conference went deeper. Today it's no effect. They inculcate them with blind 
longer a simple question - for the obediance and traumatize them for 
leaders of the movement - of finding the rest of their lives.” 
‘ways to make the participation of The délegates equally con- 
women acceptable for fighting. demned other traditional forms of 

The women of FRELIMO are °PPression which still exist such “as 
marriage dowries, polygamy, arranged 
and child marriages. “These prac 
tices...confine a woman merely to 
domestic life and agricultural produc- 
tion for the service'of her husband 
alone, depriving her of all chances to 
take part in political, cultural, and 
social work.” 

Colonialism has certainly made 
conditions worst. The conference 


nated and they are examining “the 
means of struggle to employ so that 
.women may attain their just place, 
with the rights that are theirs in the 
new society the revolution is build- 
ing.” It is not too simplistic to say, 
that in the past it was the duty of 
women toward the revolution which 
was considered, while now FRELIMO 
is talking about the duty of the 
revolution towards the women. 


a: 


oppression and exploitation. “First of fringes of the revolutionary move- 


creation of this organization should 


‘women thas far outside of the strug- 


-conditions for participating in the 


wy : n 


all, the oppression and exploitation 
inflicted upon both men and women 
in the form of forced work, compul 
sory harvests, arbitrary imprisonment 
racial discrimination...Finally an op 
pression and exploitation more spe- 
cifically directed toward women. By 
separating the women from their hus: 
bands because of forced labor, and in 
refusing to provide for the needs o 
their homes and their children, colo 
nialism has created conditions of life 
“which force “women to sell their 
bodies; to prostitute themsélves to) 
survive.” 

The delegates made it very clear 
that they do not align themselves with 
the women's liberation movements of 
the capitalist countries, which direct 
their actions against men, making 
them their target and holding them 
responsible for their oppression and 
exploitation. ‘The conference ob- 
served that the men workers are as 
exploited and oppressed in these so- 
cieties as women are, and that the 


‘reactionary ideas that they may have 
are instilled in them by the system in 


which they live.” 
The . women of 

FRELIMO also declared that they 
would direct their struggle against the 
negative aspects of their traditions as 
well as colonialism and imperialism. It 
would be very naive however to think 
that these women will not encounter 
any: opposition in questioning tradi- 
tional values on the part of men who 
intend SBE Becblein mast be “death 
with by political education and the 
simple demonstration that a woman! 
comrade liberated from traditional op 
jon is a-more effective com 
battant against colonial oppression. 


WOMEN DISCUSS 
ROLES 


I'm sure it’s been said, that before 
any significant action, there’s always a 
Not of talk about action. Third world 

ki : 


nization members, but _ inter- 
-organizationally , and © cross 
-continentally. * . i 

On Saturday, July 21, a symposium 
was held at Columbia University spon- 
sored by the Pan African Student's 
Organization in America.(PASOA) 
The topic under discussion was the - 
Role of ‘the African Woman in the 
Revolution. 
A wide assortment of sisters were 
there as participants and panel mem- 
bers. Speaking were Ama _ from 
PASOA, Amini Baraka from the Com- 
mittee for a Unified Newark, Abebech 
Bekele from the Women’s Committee 
of the Ethiopian Students Orga- 
nization, Ida Lewis of Encore Maga- 
zine, Bernice Jones of the Black Pan- 


ther Party, Sonia Sanchez of the 
Nation of Islam, Charlene Mitchell of 


To achieve this goal, the organi- 
zation of women in Mozambique is 
crucial. Before its creation, the only 
‘women’s group within FRELIMO was 
the “Women's Detachment” which 
generally included fighters, “porters,” 
teachers and nurses under military 
orders, which is to say they could be 
sent anywhere. The new organization 
will be much larger, of which the 
“Detachment” is still the core, and 


It was good to see such a spectrum 
of black women ‘willing to'speak and 
also listen to what other sisters are 


ment. 


In its report, FRELIMO honestly 
recognizes that the complete and ade- 
quate—participation of women has 
been neglected until now. The new 
organization is charged’ with mobili- 
zing, organizing, and uniting women — 
‘young and old, married or single. The 


the role of the African woman in . 
traditional society, colonial Africa, 
during armed struggle and after inde- 
pendence. a 
After each presentation, many im- 
portant points were raised by the men 
and women attending, such as sexism, 
black motherhood, back to Africa, 
and African culture and_indus- 
trialization. The importance of many 
of these issues was recognized and 
plans were conceived to meet again to 
investigate each of these topics so 
‘common ground could be found. 
Once this is accomplished, the women 
of different organizations can develop 
fa cooperative rather than competitive 
ot ihe cooperative action will be 
_ Aside from a discussion of 
important issues concerning black 
women, there wasn’t much dove. 
However, a beautiful effort was made 
towards beginning a widespread black 
women’s movement that would focus 
against imperialism. If such eftorts are 
to be fruitful, we must all participate 
d through such work, our-present 
role in the struggle will be realized. 
by Cookie Simmons 


bring into combat thousands of 


le. In accepting the revolytion little 
¢ little as The dominant part of their 
lives, in giving themselves further to 


the struggle, they will take an active 
part in the destruction of the concepts 
which ‘confine them to a Passive and 
mute role in society. In FRELIMO’s 
words, “They are now creating the 


exercise of power and taking their 
destiny into their own hands.” 
Jain Christie 

Afriqueasie, 1973 


* Chile’s’ Struggle Is Just. 


U.S. supporters came out in behalf 
of Allende lar Unity govern- 
ment on September 4th, at a demon: 
stration which began al the Inter 
national Telephone & Telegraph (ITT) 
offices at Sist) Street und Park 
Avenuc. The demonstration marked 
the first of several upcoming activitics 
of the newly formed Committee for 
Solidarity with Chile, September 4th 


*was chown for the initial activit 


because it was the third anniversary o! 
the clcction of President Salvador 
Allende Gossens, a Marxist, as head of 
the Chilcan government. . 
The demonstration started ‘at the 
TIT offices and proceeded to, rally ot 
the US. mission to U United 
Nations It was a success in that the 
main objective had been to show the 
U.S. government that the people of 
the U.S. do not support its under- 
handed attempts to crush the demo- 
cratic right of a country to determine 
the form of governmeat it will take. 
The Committee for Solidarity with 
Chile was initiated a week before the. 
action was planned. The mecting was 
attended by over 50 people, including 
members of the following groups:. 
Asian Ameficans for Action, Center 
for Cuban Studies, the Communist 
Party, El Comite, Local 1199, 
National Lawyers Guild, Social 


_ Services, Employees Union, Third 


oe 


gas 


Work! Women's Alliance, U.S. Cuba 
Uealth Exchange. Venceremos 
Briguic, World Student Federation, 
Youth Against War & Fascism, and 
the Young Workers — Liberation 
League. : 

To reemphasize the necessity for 
having the demonstration at this time, 
because of the crises taking place in 
Chile now, Emesto Ottone, a Chilean 
who is a member of the Communist 
Youth of Chile and the Vice-President 
of the World Federation of Demo- 
cratic Youth, was invited to speak to 
the group. 


Some of t 
that the clecti 


March 1973 were 
a victory for the Popular Unity govern- 
ment because it was the first time in 
the history of Chile that a government 
had inctvased its vote by such a large 
margin. He then said that the present 
task was to continuc to develop a 
united direction for the economy, and 
insure increased contro! of the leader- 
ship of the working class in the 
economy. 


To illustrate the su t of the. 
people for the Popular Unity govern- 
ment, Ottone related an incident 


which took place June 29th, when 
fascist clements tried to overthrow the 


minutes after the first attempt, over 
35,000 plants were in the hands of the 
workers. The defense detachments 
were organized, the airports were 
taken over by the workers, and the 
streets were blocked. The coup 
attempt was defeated in 3 hours. 

Even so, fascist attempts continue, 
from both within und without the 
country (through the support and 
direction of the C.1.A.). The U.S. 
government has also blocked Chile's 
efforts to obtain credit, and a number 
of trade agreements not been 
signed because of U.S. pressure on the 
countrics involved. . 

What is the position of the Popular 
Unity government in the midst of 
these crises: “We are for avoiding a 
civil war. We have been able to take 
forward strides without civil war, and 
we have been able to take very impor- 
tant sections of power. A civil war in 
Chile would mean the destruction of 
the country. It would mean a m 
people killed. We are for avoi 
that...But we know that a civil war is 
not decided by us, but also decided 


** = Tront- any type of situation 


ts he made were 


government. He said’ that within 40° 


e are . . e9 

beet particularly instituted for 
mee te paiva can bir vetend women as part of Fopsler Unity's 
thelr government until the end.” PrORiagm to direct Chile towards a 


: , 80¢) 
And recent investigation proves 
Ernesto’s statement to be true. De- tion & 
spite the news coverage given the 
demonstration of Chilean middle-class development of the country. She de- 
women against the government (in ¢ails the Percentage of women incor- 
support of their truck-owner hus- porated into work, some of the prob- 
bands), there are thousands more wo- jems Chilean women face-wiich keep 
men who enthusiastically support them from participating in the work- 


iety. 
mous in-depth the evolu- 
jlean women in the process 
of new social, political, and economic 


Allende and his effort to create a force-and the revision of the existent 
enthusiastic turnout of thousands of challenge of the women's needs: child- 
Chilean women to hear Cuban Prime care, medical care, educational faci- 
a mass rally during his state visit to In her interview, Aguayo, who 
Chile in 1971. works with the left sector of the 
Unity Action Movement-whok- 
1 Million Chilean heartedly tells of the new reforms 
people marched ahd welfare of the Chilean woman. it 
ts her Department, the Family Protec- 
Popular Unit ov’te new health programs, and also work 
Only last week, A el - with and through the Neighbors Com- 
men’s Branch of the Central Unica de ‘!Ubs, and all the base organizations, 
Trabajadores (National Trade Union i" order to carry out all of the 
i king 
support of the Popular Unity govern- 2% dining rooms for the wor! 
ment, and comdemned the taroriom heb Age they could eliminate the 
meals for the family. 
ie Ae Hoe mmeanite mm reed, It is from the accounts of these two. 
i of 
government, it was greeted with a Of the working women, the remarks 
thunderous applause of approval. Ernesto Ottone, and the testimony of 
k December 1972, that we can deter- 
that it means for Chileanwomen in ine that the Popular Unity govern 
; ” ; 4 overthrown by the reactionary forces, 
rae Hortense Bussi de whether they be internal or external 
an interview with p aeie 
In its struggle to achieve a socialist 
Carmen Gloria Aguayo (A rhember of society, we affirm our support of 


in part by U.S. imperialism and forces 
of internal reaction...We are doing 
everything to find a political sol 
tion,..(but) we are preparing to con 


first woman minister in the Chilean 
government). The article and inter- 


rafter Allende was elected. Both 


yigw were done in 1971, about one aide interference. 


socialist society in Chile. Witness the women's organizations. to meet. the 
Minister Fidel Castro speak to them at lities, etc. 
-On Sept. 4th, . Christian Democrat Party-People’s 
.being instituted to promote the health 
Wy support of the tion Ministry, which will oversee the 
Chilean women, members of the Wo- mittees, the Mother's Centers, juvenile 
Federation) declared their resolute Program. Laundries were being planned 
and cowardly sabotage of the right- need interrupt work to prepare 
working women to defend their Women, as well as the show of support 
Two other Chilean women have Allende before the United Nations in 
“Women and the Revolutionary Pro- Tent of Chile will not be easily 
Liberation”, Women's to the country. 
the Christian Democrat Party, and the Chile and its democratic right to 


choose its government without out- 


Dara Nayo 


LATEST NEWS 


This article was written during the 
week of September 11th following the 
coup, Therefore, it reflects the news 
oaly up until the time of the printing 
of Triple Jeapardy. 

Inspite the tremendous show of 
popular support for the Popular Unity 
(U.P.) government by the working 
class of Chile. fascistic forces within 
the Chilean military, aided by U.S. 
imperialism. raised their ugly heads 
and staged a “successful” coup d'etat. 
on September U1 th, overthrowing the 
democratically elected government of 
Salvador Allende Gossens. 

Reports first came that the military 
junta had issucd an ultimatum to 
Allende, demanding that he resign 
from the presidency. Of course. 
Allende -refused. “I shall not resign, 
and | am declaring my steady resolve 
fo give a rebuff by all means at my 
disposal.” The fascists threatened to 
force Allende to abdicate from leader- 
ship. They blew up all radio stations 
sympathetic to or supportive of 
Allende and the U.P. government. and 
began surrounding the Presidential pa- 
lace. While Allende spoke over the 
radio station. declaring his intentions 
to die if necessary, members of the 
elite Air Force circled overhead. Then 
the radio station was cut off. Later in 
the afternoon, reports came from the 
military that Allende -wanted Te- 
sign.” Immediately afterwards came a 
report that Allende had committed 
“suicide.” During this time the mili- 
tary junta had directed the bombing 
of the presidential palace and 
Allende's private residence. 

The four-man military junta, then 
formed a ten-man government. How- 
ever, all members were high-ranking 
officers in the military. The first 
prociamation was to break off diplo- 
matic relations’ with socialist Cuba. 


The jupla, declared that they. would 


wine a! igunism 


sedate) 


save the Fatherland” from “commu- 
nist domination.” They ordered the 
Cuban mission to leave Chile. The 
mission upon reaching Havana (Cuba) 
reported that they had been surround- 
ed and fired upon during the coup. 
One of its members was seriously 
injured. A Cuban merchant ship was 
fired upon while it was in interna- 
tional waters. [It is reported that one 
of Allende’s daughters (whose husand 
worked for the mission) returned to 
Cuba with the mission.] Also two 
Cuban doctors who were in Chile as 
part of a World HealthOrganization(an 
U.N. agency) delegation were arrested. 
At last report the Cuban government 
was demanding their release. 

In addition to the trouble given the 
Cuban mission, there are estimated to 
be 10.000 political refugees in Chile 
from other Latin American countries. 
They had been granted asylum by the 
U.P. government. They include refu- 
gees from Bolivia and the Tupameros 

“of Uraguay. Because of the policies of. 
the new “government” their lives are 
now seriously endangered. They have 
already been characterized as “ter- 
rorists.”” - ; . 

Following the coup, a state of seige 
was declared, restricting all persons. 
indoors. During this time the burial of 
President Allende took place immedi- 
ately the following Wednesday after- 
noon. However, the widow, Hortensia 
Bussi de Allende, reported that she 
was not allowed to view the body. of 
her husband: before he was buried. 
This would strongly discount any re- 
ports of his “suicide.” It is reported 
that Mrs. Allende has sought and 
received political asylum in Mexico, 
along with eller nnd government and 
leftist union officials. ey 

In order to understand the signifi- 
cance of having elected a Marxist into 
ppyer, factors .which must .be .taken.. .. 
“into account are the overt 


In spite of the bombing threats and other 
scare tactics directed towards the opening of 
Cuba, the first 2 days of the exhibition 

wed to be extremely successful. 

On opening night, July 26, some 500 or 
more interested people came to view the fes- 
tivities. We were greeted by the sticks, broken 
bottles, rocks and obscene jeers of anti- 
communist Cuban demonstrators as we stood 
waiting in line for the 1199 doors to open. The: 

os (Cuban refugees) had advertised in El 
Tiempo and many of the other national Span- 
ishlanguage newspapers to mobilize all anti- 
<communist Cuban factions in the U.S. Gusanos 
from as far away as Miami and California were 
urged to join forces in New York City. Despite 
their plea, however, only 100 demonstrators 
showed on either night, a direct indication that 
the majority of Cuban exiles are no longer in 
favor of the extremist tactics imposed by right- 
wing Cubans. As a result of the demonstrations, 
about 20 people, including six policemen, were 
hospitalized. The police made several arrests. 
The decision to close the exhibition was ex- 
pressed by Expo Cuba coordinators as a concern 
over the safety of the staff and members of 
Local 1199. 

Despite gusano protestations, the Opening 
Night Exhibition went on as planned. Among 
the guests were the members of the Cuban 
mission to the United Nations, headed by 
Ambassador Ricardo Alarcon Quesada. The mis- 
sion received a five-minute standing ovation. 

The evening was hosted by actordirector 

Ossie Davis, who said that during his travels 
through Africa he had been most impressed with 
many Africans’ praise of Cuba as a revolutionary 
model. The next speaker was long time legal 
defender of labor and political prisoners, Attor- 
ney Arthur Kinnoy. Mr. Kinnoy stressed the fact 
that it was the people’s right to know about 
Cuba and that Expo Cuba marked the breaking 
of the information blockade. : 
‘ Mr. Kinnoy was followed by Mary Harding, 
a former Catholic nun who spent 13 years in 
Bolivia during which time she had been engaged 
in revolutionary activities against the fascist 
Bolivian regime. Mary Harding has written ac- 
counts on the torture of women in Latin 
America, based on her first-hand experience in 
Latin American prisons. Ms. Harding was follow- 
ed by Terry Canon, an Expo Cuba coordinator 
who spoke on the planning of the Expo Cuba 
exhibition. main speaker of the evening was 
Juan Mari-Bras, General Secretary of the Puerto 
Rican Socialist Party (PSP).-Mari-Bras men- 
-tioned that a few hours after the New York 
bombing, a similar bombing had taken place in 
the PSP headquarters, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico. 
The PSP Puerto Rican office was also holding a 
celebration-xhibition of the Cuban revolution. 
Mari-Bras claimed that the people responsible 
for Watergate and the Bay of Pigs were one with 
those responsible for the bombing of July 26 
celebrations. : 

Mari-Bras also explained that Cuba is suc- 

ceeding in winning the battle against United 


States’ attempts at isolation and economic - 


blockade. He cited the fact that Peru, Panama, 
Argentina, Jamaica, Trinidad Tobago, and 
Guyana will be establishing relations with Cuba 
this year as f of his point. Mari-Bras asked 
the people of the United States to continue our 
struggle against racism, imperialism, and all 
forms of exploitation. 

El Grupo, a Puerto Rican cultural group, 
sang and recited Cuban poems along with Suni 
Paz, a famous protest singer. 


the role of 3 women in the 
from the independence war of 1895 to the present, 
is an internationally acclaimed film.- . 

Other Expo Cuba celebrations were held in 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Detroit, Durham, 

Expo Cuba marks the celebration of the 
July 26 attack on the Cuban dictator, Fulgencio 
Batista's Moncada Barracks. The battle, led by 
Fidel Castro, along with 159 others, was 8 
military failure. However, it served as the land- 
mark battle that ultimately signalled an end to 
fascism and neo-colonialism in Cubs, and set the 
stage for the Cuban Revolution, which was 
victorious six years later. 

The July 26 movement and the Cuban 
revolution signify the first time in the western 
hemisphere that any country has broken from 
U.S. dominance. No longer can the United 
States force its will on the people of Cuba. 
National reforms began in Cuba in 1959, soon 
after the revolution was victorious. As a result, 
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uota from Cuba in an effort to cripple her 
economy. Then, in 1961, Cuba declared itself a 
socialist nation during the Bay of Pigs invasion 
in which ClA-trained anti-communist Cuban 
refugees tried to regain U.S. hegemony. Perhaps 
some of us may recall the occasion when the 
Harlem delegation, led by Malcolm X met Fidel. 
But soon after Cuba chose socialism, the United 
States government undertook a massive cam- 
paign to blockade the information flow between 
the people of the United States and Cuba. This 


blockade took an aggressive form as the. 


capitalist press began actively ‘printing anti- 
communist-Cuba propaganda, for example, the 
misinformation we received regarding the recent 
plane hijacks. Other underhanded methods have 


been employed by the U.S. government, in- 


the use of the gusanos who took part in the Bay 
of Pigs invasion and the Watergate break- in 
(some of whom took part in both activities). 

But, what is it that the United States 
government is so afraid we will find? According 
to the way they would have it, the people of 
Cuba suffer horrible dictatorship, poverty and 
ignorance. Yet, the Expo Cuba exhibition 
showed ‘us the increased industrialization, the 
downfall of prostitution and gangsterism, the 
integration of Cuban women ; into the workforce, 
the various agricultural projects and Cuban 
sports. Do they want us to be ignorant of the 
vigorous anti-tacist campaigm being undertaken 
by the Cuban government? 

- It is these gains which the government 
wishes to keep from the people of the United 
States. However, the anti- progressive stance is 
being broken down more and more today. The 
Expo Cuba's of this country will help to put a 
speedy death to this anti-communist Cuba 
propaganda. The mere fact that the extensive 
anti-Cuba mobilization attempts drew only 100 
demonstrators at best is sure enough indication 
of the breakdown in anti-communist sentiment. 
We applaud the efforts of all groups working to 
end the information blockade of Cuba, and we 


join with them in out support of the Cuban 


revolution. 


— Lenore - 


He. 
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A pesar del bombardeo, de amenazas, 
y de otras tacticas usadas para infundir temor 
hacia la aj de E iba, los 
os dos dias do la exhibicién fueron un 

exito rotundo. i 
En la noche de estreno, 26 de julio de 1973, 
cerca de 500 o mas personas vinieron a tomar 
parte en las festividades. Fuimos recibidos por 
, botellas rotas, piedras y obcenidades de 
manifestanteds cubangs anti-comunistas 
mientras esperabamos en linea pata entrar al 
Jocal 199. Los gusanos habfan anunciado en El 
Tiempo y otros periédicos nacionales, hisparios 
para mobilizar todas las facciones cubanas anti- 
~comunistas en los EE. UU. Gusanos de tan lejos 
como son Miami y California fueron exhortados 
a unir sus fuerzas en la ciudad de Nueva York. A 
pesar de sus ruegos, solamente cerca de 100 


soon indicacién clara de que la mayorfa 
de los dos cubanos ya no estdn a favor de 
las tacticas extremistas impuestas por cubanps 
derechistas. Como resultado de la demostracion, 
como 20 personas, incluyendo 6 policias, fueron 
hospitalizadas. La policia hizo varios arrestos. La 
dechién, de cerrar la exhibicién fue expresada 
por los coordinadores de Expo-Cuba para 
teger la seguridad de los trabajadores y miem- 
bros de la local 1199. : 

A pesar de las protestas de los gusapos, la 
noche de estreno de la exhibicidn se llevo a cabo 
tal como se habia planegdo. Entre la concu- 
rrencia se hallaba la Misiod Cubana a las Nacig- 
nes Unidas, presidida por Ricardo Alarcon 
Quesada. La Mision recibio’ una ovacién de 5 
minutos. : 

El maestro de ceremonias fue el actor/di- 


rector Ossie Davis, quien dijo que a traves de sus . 


viajes al Africa lo que mas le habfa empresionado 
fue el hecho de que los africanos ajaban a Cuba 
como modelo revolucionario. El proximo orador 
fué el abogado’ Arthur Kinnoy, conocido de 
mucho tiempo por sus defensa de los presos 
politicos y laborales. > 

El Sr. Kinnoy fue seguido LaF ge 
Harding, ex-monja catolica, quien residid en 
Bolivia por 13 anos, durante los cuales estuvo’ 
comprometida en actividades revolucionarias 
contra el régimen facista de Bolivia. Fue arrojada 
a prision y torturada severamente. Mary Harding 
ha escrito relatos de torturas hechas a las 
mujeres en Hispanoamérica. La Sta. Harding fue 
seguida por Terry Cannon uno de los coordina- 
dores de Expo-Cuba. P 

El orador principal lo fue el Secretario 
General del Partido, Socialista Puertorriqyefio 
(PSP), Juan Mari Bras. Mari Bras menciono que 
horas despues de estallar una bomba en Nueva 
York, un bombardeo similar fue hecho al local . 
de Rio Piedras del PSP en Puerto Rico. El PSP 
en Puerto Rico, tambien estaba Ilevando a cabo 
una celebracion-exhibicién de la Revolucion 


Cubana. Mari Bras explicd ademas que los . 


responsables del caso de Watergate y de Bahia de 
Cochinos son unos con los responsables de los 
ataques a las celebraciones del 26 de julio. 

Mari Bras indico’ que Cuba esta ganando la 
batalla contra el bloqueo econdmico y el aten- 
tado por parte de los EE. UU. de mantenerla 
aislada. Cito’el hecho de que el Peru, Panama, 
Ar8entina, Jamaica, Trinidad-Tobago y la Gua; 
yana Britdnica estableceran rejaciones diploma- 
ticas con Cuba este afio. Mari a pidid’ al 
pueblo estadounidense que continue su lucha 
contra el racismo, el imperialismo y todas las 
otras formas de opresién. : 

E! Grupo (un brazo cultural del PSP) junto 
a Suni Paz estuvieron 2 cargo del entreteni- 
miento. Se canto y recito poemas cubanos. 

El viernes en la tarde la pelicula cubapa 
“Lucia” se exhibio ante un pfiblico que Ileno el 
local hasta capacidad. 

Otras celebraciones de Expo—Cuba se lleva- 
ron a cabo en San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Detroit, Durham, Carolina del Norte y Chicago. 


7 
Expo-Cuba marca la celebracion del 
ataque al Cuartel Moncada un 26 de julio contra 
la dictadura de Fulgencio Batista. La batalla 
capitaneada por Fidel Castro, con 159 compa- 
fleros, fue” una derrota militar. Sin embargo, 
sirvid de punto de partida a la batalla que habria 
‘de terminar el facismo y el neo-colonialismo en 
Cuba y que habria de culminar en la glorigsa 
Revolucidn Cubana que seria victoriosa 6 anos 
mas tarde. 
El Movimiento 26 de julio y la Revolucion 


* Cubana significan la primera ruptura de un pais 


del hemisferio occidental de la dominancia 
norteamericana. Los EE. UU. ya no pueden 
imponer su voluntad al pueblo cubano. Refor- 
mas naciopales comenzaron en Cuba en 1959 tan 

onto triunfo Ja revolucién. Como resultado los 


BU redujo la cuota de dzucar designada tratando 


de desequilibrar adversamente la economia de 
Cuba, Luego, en 1961, Cuba declaro ser 

nacidn socialista, durante la invasion de Bahia de 
Cochinos en la cual la CIA entreno a refugiados 
cubanos anti-comunistas. para re-establecer la 

hegemonia estadounidense en Cuba. Quizas algunos de 

nosotros recordemos la ocasion en que una 
delegacidn de Harlem presidida por Malcom X se. 
reunio con Fidel. Pero, pocg despues, el gobier- 
no estadounidense comenzo una cam pang dirigi- 
daa detener el intercambio de informacidn entre 
los pueblos cubano y norteamericano. Este 
“bloqueo” tornd a tomar we) giro agresivo 
cuando la prensa capitalista comenz6 activamente a 

imprimir propaganda anti-comunista Ly anti-cuba- 
na; por ejemplo, la mala informacion que recibi- 
mos en lo que respecta a los llamados pirateos 
acreos. Otro metodo taimado usado por el 
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In the socialist countrics, our 
have madc tremendous strides. | 
bania, China, Cubs, Korea, the Demo- 
cratic Republic of VictNam, as well as 
in the Sovict Union, special con- 
sidcration has always been madc to 
deal with the needs of women in view 
of their formerly low status within the | 
society. . . 

In the progressive African countries 
and struggics, guch as the Peoples’ 
Republic of Guinca (Conakry), Tan- 
rania, Guinca-Bissau, Angola, and Mo- 
zambiquc, women's organizations. 
have been Started to Icad women out, 
~ of oppression they have suffered un- 
der colonialism, and certain negative) 
aspects of traditional ‘culture. Es 
pecially within the so-called por-. 
tugucse colonics, women have been 
outstanding as party militants, 
tcachers, medical cadres, organizers,’ 
and combatants, as witness the late 
Josina Machal of Mozambiquc. 


The Third World Women’s Alliance’ 
wes sTarted 4 years ago, first as the, 
Black Women's Alliance, to try to. 
bring women into the struggle. As a 
Marxist-Leninist, anti-imperialist third 
work! women's organization, we strive 
to bring women into the struggle by, 
relating to them the struggles of other. 
Progressive women around the world;' 
the struggles taking place in this coun-’ 
try for the rights of working and 
oppressed people, particularly third 
world women, in ordcr to develop 
within sisters the vital concept that 
women, especially third world women 
because of our history, are a vital and 
Necessary part of the working class 
and the working class movement to- 
day. For all too often, third world 
women, because of chauvinsim, lack 
of childcare, and having other pro- 
blems as working women, do not see 
the role they can begin to play in the: 
movement today. 


chile 


and covert attempts of U.S. and U.S. 
corporations to overthrow the Chilean 
government. Allende had been elected 
September 4th running in the Unidad 
Popular Party, a coalition of Social- 
ists, Communists, and progressive fac- 
tions of the Christian Democrat party. 
At the time he had won 36% of the 
Popular vote, because of a three-way 
split. This year in March, his govern- 
ment was reaffirmed with a vote of 
43%, the first time that a government. 
had increased its-popular vote after 3 
years in -office. ‘This support could 
only have been possible because of the 
Progressive reforms Allende had insti- 
tuted for the people, redistributing 
the land, nationalizing of some of the 
foreign owned corporations, as well as 
reforms related to health, education, 
and women. It was prior to his elec- 
tion that the U.S. through its corpora- 
tions and the C.I.A. had attempted to 
defeat the possibility of his election. 


This has been documented in the 
congressional hearings conceming the 
involvement of the International Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Corporation in 
Chilean internal affairs, They had 
sponsored an abortive coup attempt 
Prior to Allende’s inauguration, with 
the assassination of Commander 
General Rene Schneider, the comman- 
der of the armed forces who had 
adhered to the policy of mili! 

non-intervention in the political af- 
fairs, of Chile, There is documented 
evidence that the imperialist forces 
had also suggested a combination of 
economic sabotage plus a military 
coup, as the way to topple the 
Allende government. And, finally, this 
is the course that they followed. First 
the U.S. had cut off Chile’s access to 
trade credits with interfational bank- 
ing sources and countries who had 
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PUERTO RICO 


yanqui no se da cuenta de que cada 
en espaciosas y bellas fabricas,.se 


fativo.: 
De las muchas personas con las 


nial), 


cree en la estadidad pa: 
Pregunte sobre la tasa 
Pesar de Ia “Ayuda” no: 


rteamericana 
Prefieren recibir la ay’ 


Con su posicion privilegiada. 


molesta cuando tenfa 


norteamericano. * 


el imperialismo yanqui continua, el 


debfa ‘tomar cuando me encontraba 


aspecto del puertorriqueno. 


conmigo en todas 


temprana edad que su madre. 


strikes of the truck owners and lately 
the professionals, which has been tak- 
ing place over the last few months of. 
this summer, and finally the military 
coup. 

However, inspite of the junta’s pro- 
damation of ‘complete control”, 
newsmen are still not allowed into 
Chile and reports coming out of 
Buenos Aires indicate that the indus- 
trial and agricultural workers are re- 
belling against the coup. There are 
also reports that General Carlos Prats, 
who had retired from the Allende 
government, ifleading loyal forces to 
retake the government from the hands 
of the fascists. The coup has‘resulfed 
in thousands ‘of deaths and injuries, 
with known supporters of Allende 
being shot on sight. 

However, the left in this country 
has responded to the crisis in Chile. 
Already in New. York City there have 
been two demonstrations inst the 
overthrow of Allende, and in support 


of the U.P. government. Their num- 


bers totalled almost 1,000 people. 


costo de la vida es mas alto que la ciudad de 
Nueva York, Pero mas que nada el turista 


fanancias hechos por las compafiias, establecidas 


manos de la estructura de poder econdémico en 
los EE.UU.; y que nunca beneficia al obrero 


‘cuales hable’ 
sobre el “Estado Libre Asociado” (Estado colo- 


una de ellas sobresale en mis recuerdos 
Fue un hombre, que tiene lo que se considera un 
en trabajo” en un hotel de El Condado qué 

ra Puerto Rico. Cuando le 

tan alta de desempleo a 


, el contest 
que la razdén Por la cual el desempleo es tan alto 


€s el hecho de que la gente no quiére trabajar y 
uda del Bienestar Publico. | 


Hay que admitir que su politica va de acuerdo 


~ De los medios de comunicacién, me sent? 
que mover el cuadrante de 
mi radio para poder encontrar musica hispana. 
Sin embargo, no tuve ningun problema en 
encontrar a los “Carpenters” o a “Dawn” 
cantando las canciones que se encontraban en las 
lista de las “diez canciones mas populares" en 
Nueva York. Ahora los programas de TV no son 
nada Pied U9 ropes norteamericanos ' 

doblados ” al espanol. Hay muy pocos programas 
originales en Puerto Rico con excepcién de las 
novelas de la tarde, pero estas siguen el patron 


_ Aunque puede sér que el pueblo p 
queno y su cultura lleguen a una forma hibrida si 


pueblo es todavia fuerte. Todas las personas que 
conoci fueron muy calurosas y amables — nunca 
demasiado ocupadas para dedicar un momento 
Para contestar mis preguntas o para andar una 
Manzana mas para enseHarme la direccion que 


auto-interes o el individualismo propio del norte- 
americano no han Ilegado a corromper este 


Sobre la visita de mi hija, ella estuvo 
i partes. Viola belleza de 
Puerto Rico asi como su opresion, Espero que 

in 


segu 
vaya creciendo y se desarrolle, llegue a com- 
Prender la realidad puertorriquena a mas 


EO CUBA 


cu Para que tomaran parte en la invasidén 
de Cochinos y en los enredos de 
fe (algunos: son los mismos de la inva- 
sin). ‘ Pero,tqué es lo que teme el gobierno 
norteamericano que encontremos? De acuerdo a 
sus historias, el pueblo cubano sufre de. una 
dictadura horrible, pobreza e ignorancia. Sin 
embargo, la exhibicidén Expo-Cuba nos ha mos- 
trado el aumento en la industrializacion, la caida 
de la prostitucién y el “gangsterismo”, la inte- 
gracidn de la mujer cubana a las fuerzas produc 
toras, los proyectos agricolas, los deportes, las 
campajias anti-racistas, iniciados y dirigidos por 
el gobierno cubano. 

Son estos avances los que el gobierno 
quiere tapar al pueblo estadounidense. No obs- 
tante esta posicion anti-progresista se esta des- 
moronando mas y mas cada dfa: Los Expo-Cuba 
de este pafs ayudaran a darle muerte rfpida a ese 
tipo de propaganda anti-comunista y anti-cuba- 
na. El mero hecho de que Ia mobilizacién 
extensiva anti-cubana solo atrayera a 100 mani- 
festantes es una indicacién segura del cambio en 
el sentimiento anti-cubind. Aplaudimos ‘el es- 
fuerzo de todos los grupos que luchan por 
terminar el bloqueo de informacion sobre Cuba 
y‘nos unimos a ellos en darle nuestro apoyo a la 
Revolucién Cubana. 


centavo de 


quedan en 


African Famine 


It is estimated that between 6 and 10 

million Africans will die of starvation between 
September and October of this year. The deaths 
will be the result of a serious famine caused by 
the most devastating drought in recent African 
history. . 
The drought has seriously affected six 
countries below the Sahara desert: Chad, Mali, 
U; volta, Mauritania, Niger, and Senegal, in 
addition to 8 other countries which are less 
seriously affected. 

The six countries have suffered an average 
Joss of 58% of their cattle and livestock, with 
some countries experiencing a loss as high as 
80%. there has also been a huge loss of fish 
supplies, and a large decline in crop production. 
Mme Binh Exposes Isracl-Thieu Ties 9 


torri- 


espiritu del 


perdida. El 


According to AL ANWAR [an Arab news- 
pe (3/29/73)], Mme. Nguyen Thi Binh, 
‘oreign Minister of the Provisional Revolution- 
ary Government of South VietNam, sharply 
condemned Israel’s support of the Thieu regime 
at a press conference in Damascus. She pointed 
out that Israel and the Thieu regime had 
established formal diplomatic ties in December 
1972 and said: “There are reports that coopera- 
tion between the two of them has~teached a 
point where the U.S. had decided to send Israeli 
military advisors to Saigon.” Mme. Binh added: 
“When the people of South Viet Nam’establish 
their state along the lines of the Paris agreement 
and free elections, that state will no longer be 
Prepared to have diplomatic relations with r 
actionary regimes such as that of Israel.” 5 


‘Another demonstration has been and peace. . 
planned for September 18th in front We call onall Progressive peoples in 
of the U.N., demanding that the U.N. the U.S. to: (1) join in protesting the 
take some action regarding the blood- military junta and the probable assass- 
shed and slaughter taking place in ination of Allende; (2) demand that 
Chile today, . Nixon does not recognize the illegal: 

This is important because it demon- government, but continue to support 
strates to the imperialist forces that the democratically elected U.P. gover- 
we in the belly of the monster are ment; and (3) demand that the Senate 
aware of our role as part of- the Foreign Relations Committee conduct 
anti-imperialist struggle against imperi- a full investigation as to U.S. compli- 
alism and facism, and,most important--city in the overthrow of the Popular 
ly, for the creation of world socialism Unity government. Dara Nayo 
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The Volunteer Army? 

It has recently been reported that the 
Army has come up short in its recruit-quota for 
the sixth month in a row, fulfilling only 76% of: 
its goal for July. The Army has had consistent 
difficulty in reaching its goalsince it went to the 
volunteer stage. However, between May and 
June, more than 25% of the 32,000 “recruits” 
were Black! 35% of thése enlisting in July were 
La Khd A hl opulstion than the Black 


_ Black Boys Fingerprinted 

More than 40 eighth grade boys from the 
predominantly Black Martin Luther King Jr. 
Elementary School in Newark were ordered to 
appear at the Essex County sheriff's Office (New 
Jersey) for fingerprinting in the murder case of a 
63-year old man. It seems that a class ring from 
the elementary school had allegedly been found 
near the scene of the crime. The basis for 
taking the finger prints of these 40 Black 
youngsters was on the premise that they no 
longer had their class rings (which were either 
given to girl friends or lost). None of the 40 
boys, ages 13-14, is an active suspect. ‘ 

Some parents said they would refuse to 
take their sons to the sheriff's office even 
though ‘they would face contempt of court 
‘charges, because it would cause a police record 
for their sons. Thus far, they have successfully 
been able to win a stay in the order to appear 
for the finger printing. 


Molly Hicks Gets Suspended Sentence 

After a two week trial, Molly Hicks (a 
black activist from North Carolina) received a 
three year suspended sentence June 29th. She 
along with Rev. Ben Chavis and Leatrice Hicks 
(ber daughter) had been accused of being acces- 
sories after the fact to the 1971 accidental killing 
of Clifford Wright. 

Leatrice Hicks received a hung jury and 
‘pew ofthe ex spans Rim and because of The 
demonstrations protesting the frame-up. The 
three defendants had been supporters of Black 
students’ protests against racism in Wilmington, 
North Carolina in 1971. 

No Chicken Tonight? 


This past summer many people began 
paying higher prices for chicken than ever 


before. At the beginning of the summer many . 


chicken farmers began killing baby chicks need- 
ed to produce poultry for the consumer market. 
One farmer blamed the high costs in feed and 
the price freeze as to why he killed his chickens. 
Of course the shortages of chickens have pro- 
duced a shortage of eggs and cooking chickens. 
Eggs are now between 69 cents to $1.05/doz. 


Congressman Shows Concern 

“U.S. Congressman John Conyers (Dem.- 
Detroit) has become concerned about the 
repression in North Carolina. He sent an 
observer to the Hicks-Chavis trial and hoped to 
hold hearings before the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee, of which he is a member. Hopefully 
other Congressmen will follow Conyer’s lead and 
press for-a congressional investigation of poli- 
tical trials in North Carolina as well as in other 
states. 


Deportations Increasing 

Many Chicanos have found themselves in 
the throes of a massive dragnet. Round-ups of 
aliens and citizens - resulting in over 9,000 
persons being summarily deported without bene- 
fit of hearings - have occurred in New York, 
Oklahoma City, and in Los Angeles. Most of the 
deportations are of Chicanos, with Haitians, and 
Dominicans being affected on the East Coast. In 
order to lessen the numbers of Chicano workers 


here without papers, thousands of Chicanos are 
rounded up each day to be deported to Mexico. 
Their only crime is trying to gain work. Some of 
those deported are citizens with papers, who are 
indiscriminately picked in massive sweeps. 
Those Chicanos who would be politically 
active in trying to gain unions in their unor- 
ganized factories are successfully intimidated. As 
one Los Angeles Chicano would put it , if they 
are too active in trying to unionize some of the 
food plants, the supervisors get angry and point 
them out as being aliens, who are soon deported. 


Haitians Fight Deportation 
In New York City, fights went on at the end of 
the summer to prevent the deportation of II7 
Haitian refugees who had come to this country 
as illegal immigrants for reasons of political 
asylum. The Haitians were fleeing the repressive 
regime of Claude Duvalier, “supreme ruler” of ° 
Haiti. x 4 

The U.S. moved to deport them on the 
grounds that “political refugees are only allowed 
to come from Cuba and other socialist coun- 
tries." Not dictatorships, such as Haiti, which 
exist with the aid of U.S. support. 


Another Youngster Killed 

A l2-year old Chicano boy, handcuffed and 
seated on the seat in front of him, was shot and 
killed by Ptl. Darryl Cain in Dallas, Texas. There 
was no provocation on the part of the youngster 
according to his brother and the assisting patrol- 
BP robbery OF a nab Pas see ta HR et 
the first youth Cain has killed. Three years ago 
Bis ite grandes als Bat anaes nee SHEN 

On the day of the funeral, thousands of 
Chicanos came_out, including the Brown Berets - 
a militant Chicano group. Of course there was 


. Police provocation, and violence occurred. 


Union Votes for Childcare ; 

United Auto Workers Local 1364 at the 
Fremont (Ohio) General Motors plant voted to 
Provide childcare facilities at its monthly mem- 
bership meetings. The decision was made over- 
the objections of the Local president at the First 
membership meeting in two years. 

The motion was put through by a rank and 
file group that is challenging the Local leader- 
ship in the coming elections. Many of the 350 
women working at the Fremont plant were 
active in the fight for ‘child care. They also 
demanded action on grievances about filthy 
toilets, lack of proper relief periods and inade- 
quate representation of women in the Local 
leadership. 


N.Y.S. Drops Behavior Modification Plan? 

It was reported that New York State 
quietly dropped its Adirondack Correctional 
Treatment and Evaluation (ACTE) at Danner- 
‘mora Prison at the end of July. The Program was / 
similar to the program at the Vacaville center in | 
California where prisoners have been subjected 
to forced lobotomies (removal of portions of the 
brain), and all kinds of drug “therapies.” It was 
a by-product of the 1971 ATTICA prison rebel- 
lion. The program lasted 8 months, during which 
35 inmates were subjected to a highly regi- 
mented, heavily programmed attempt to “mold” 


them into “cooperative prisoners.” Black and 
Puerto Rican activists MARTIN SOSTRE and 


PANCHO CRUZ were among those prisoners 


. Whom the state tried to commit to the ACTE 


program. 
Doctors May Refuse Abortions 


Arizona, Maine and Missouri have 
laws which permit medical personnel and health 
facilities to refuse to participate in abortions 
without fear of discipli or recriminatory 
action. 


* policies must provide “the same coverage for 


Lolita Lebron Gets Medical Care 


Lolita Lebron was taken to # hospital in 


_ August, after petitions signed by the Puerto 


Rican community, and actions taken on her 
behalf by her attorney Juan Mari Bras—Secretary 
General of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party- 
forced prison officials to deal with the leg 
ailment’ which she had complained about for 
months. 


Maternity Benefits for Minnesota Women 


The state of Minnesota has amended its 
law to require that group accident and health 
policies issued or renewed after June 4,197] 
provide the. same maternity benefits to un- 
married women and minor female dependents 
that they provide for married women. This also 
includes the wives of employees who choose 
dependent family coverage. In addition, the 


‘the child of an unmarried mather as that 
provided for the child of an employee choosing 
family coverage.” The law stipulates, however, 
that maternity benefits “‘shall not include elec- 
tive, induced abortion whether performed in a 
hospital, other abortion facility or in the office 
of a physician.” : 


UNITED FARM WORKERS KILLED 

The United Farm Workers, a pre- 
dominantly Chicano union led by Cesar Chavez, 
is on strike against California grape growers who 
refused to sign a contract with them but signed 
sweetheart (ineffective,.employer run) contracts 
with the Téamsters. 

Two farm workers have been killed in the 
struggle. The United Farm Workers urges every- 
one to boycott non-union grapés and lettuce. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Independence Fighter Dies © 


Dr. Carmen Rivera de Alvarado, an active 
fighter for Puerto Rican independence, died in 
San Juan last month. Her achievements in the 
field of social work won her the highest esteem 
of all Puerto Ricans. 


Support for Cuba Grows 

The list of governments that now recognize 
Cuba continues to grow, thus frustrating U.S. 
attempts to isolate Cuba from the Latin Ameri- 
can and world political arena. Argentina’s new 
government swiftly moved to establish diplo- 
matic ties with the Cuban people’s government - 
this simmer. In the past two years, Chile, Peru, 
Barbados, Jamaica, Trinidad: and Tobago, and 
Guyana have also established relations. 


PAIGC Successor Elected - 


PAIGC (African Party for Independence in 
Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands) officials 
announced that Aristides Pereira had been 
elected to the position of secretary-general of 
the Party, succeeding Amilcar Cabral, who was 
assassinated by Portuguese agents in Conakry, 
Guinea, last January. . 


Portuguese Massacre in Mozambique 


Father Adrian Hastings, the Catholic priest 
who broke the news of last year’s Portuguese 
massacres of African villagers in Mozambique, 
brought his story before the United Nations 
Committee on Decolonization in August. 

The cleric himself was not a’ witness to the 
December 16th slayings in the Mozambican 
village of Wiriyama. The atrocities were first 
brought to light by two Portuguese priests 
Stationed in the area, and later arrested by 
colonial authorities, Two Spanish priests con- 
firmed the story and authorized Father Hastings 
to speak on their behalf. The information given 
him by the priests had been painstakingly 
gathered from statements of massacre survivors. > 

Father Hastings told of one pregnant wo- 
man having her unborn baby cut ‘out of her 
womb and also related how, in a. ‘smaller 
massacte, men, women, and children were made 
to dig their own graves and get into the holes 
before being shot. 


a 


It had to happen. Sooner or later, 
we all knew that Hollywood would 
tur its greedy, immoral cye on the 


Puerto Rican community just as it 
has ripped off the black community 
with degrading films like Coffy, 
Superfly, & Cleopatra Jones. 

Badge 373 is the latest insult to all 


He is a stone opportunist and as 
such, is in excellent company in this 
film. The filmscript was written by 
N.Y. Post columnist, Pete Hamill, 
whose Puerto Rican ex-wife and 
friendship with boxer Chegui Torres 
makes him an expert at writing anti- 
-Pucrto Rican sexual, racial and politi- 


SLANDER 


wa 


say, “Poor Albizu went mad: he tried 
to start a revolution without guns; 
they broke him.” This about Don 
Pedro Albizu Campos, one of the 
greatest leaders a nation has ever had, 
who put his Harvard education at the 
service of the people and the move- 
ment to free Puerto Rico, 


All of his life and throughout his 
torture by radiation, he was an exam- 
ple of a true patriot and a courageous 
hero. This film is an insult to his 
memory and to the example he set for 
generations yet to come. 

Although Hamill claims that he 
intended people to react against the 


our people because every Black or cal insults. 


Pucrto Rican in the flick is an addict, 
wino, wore, criminal, “faggot™ and/ 
or stupid. However, the real emphasis 
of the film is on the Puerto Ricans. 

Even more insulting and damaging 
than the fact that there is not one 
Puerto Rican in the whole film that 
makes their living by .working, is the 
fact that this film isa direct attack on 
“the movement for independence and 
freedom of Puerto Rico, and an attack 
on the women and men who struggle 
for it. : 

It is no accident that Paramount 
Pictures, a subsidiary of Gulf & West- 
em, Inc. which continues to support 
Portuguese torture and exploitation of 
Mozambique and Angola, took this. 
opportunity to release Badge 27.2. The 
summer and fall of 1973 is when the 
independence supporters are bringing 
the case of Puerto Rico to the United 
Nations. Also, we are entering the 
20th year of imprisonment for one of 
the great women in Puerto Rico's 
history, Lolita Lebron: 

The incredible film story is about a 
facist cop who wants to find out who 
killed his former partner. (It turns out 
that this partner was crooked and was 
killed for demanding a bigger piece of 
the action.) In the course of the 
investigation, the racist cop stumbles 
onto a plot of supposed New York 
Puerto Rican revolutionaries to ship 
$3 million worth of ‘guns to Puerto 
Rico to start an armed yprising. They 
were going to obtain this money by 
selling dope. 

The very first “revolutionary” on, 
the sereen is a woman in bikini under- 
wear lying next to all of her needles 
for heroin and douche bags for prosti- 
tution, You hear her mumbling.in the. 
throes of a junkie high, about two’ 


It is Hamill who makes the film’s 
underworld kingpin of all drugs and 
vice in the South Bronx a Puerto 
Rican, and the third Puerto Rican to 
graduate from Harvard, no less. 

It is Hamill who has this character 


“Badge 373” DE FAMA 


Tenia que suceder. Tarde o.tem-_ La primera “revolucionaria” que 
prano, sabiamos que Hollywood vol-Presentan en la pantalla es una mujer 
veria sus codiciosos e inmorales ojos'¢® pantaletas bikini acostada cerca de 
hacia la comunidad puertorriquena, $US agujas para Ja heroina y una ducha 
asi como le robg'a la comunidad negra Pata la prostitucion. Se oye murmurar 
atraves de peliculas como “Coffy”, mientras esta drogada dos cosas: una 
“Superfly”, y “Cleopatr Jones”. es el tamafio del “‘salchichén” del 

“Badge 373” es el ultimo insulto COmpanero del policia, quien era su 
hacia nuestro pueblo porque cada #mante y lo otro que esta murmuran- 


negro 0° puertorriqueno en Ia pelicula 9°, creanlo o no, es su rendimiento de 
au adicto a las drogas, ia bre: una de nuestras canciones patridticas 
“chon, una puta, yn criminal, un “mari- mds queridas, “Que Bonita Bandera 

con” y/o un estupido. Sin embargo, el acompanada de murmullos de “Viva 


verdadero énfasis de la pelicula es la Puerto Rico Libre”. 


Esta ‘es la manera que presentan a la 


“Io 


things: One is the size of the “‘salch 
chon” (sausage) of the murdered pai 


ner, who was also her lover. The other: 
mumbling. believe it or not, is her: 
crass rendition of one of our most, 
beloved patriotic songs.*Que Bonita! 
Bandera (What a Pretty Flag) along. 


with muttering while in a stupor, 
“Viva Puerto Rico Libre.” 


This is the way they present the 
only woman in the entire film con- 
nected to the independence move- 
ment — as a junkie prostitute on a 
heroin high. 

The film is full of other outrages: 
we are called spics by the cop and he 
tells us to be grateful for having been 
taken out of the banana trees and 
given welfare. He further informs us 
that our men cannot fight. “They go 
out like crullers.” AJl the pro-indepen- 
dence supporters are adolescent, 
unrealistic, rhetorical, punk types. 

. Felipe Luciano plays the leader of 
this ratty gang, and it is an excellent 
case of type casting. Luciano has done 
# complete about face, a 180-degree 
tum from his days as an activist, with 
the Young Lords, until he was ousted 
as the Chairman for his elitism, 
mmachinmo, and jodivigualism.,, « 


Wit adsh Shs 


comunidad puertorriquena. 
Hasta mas insultante y dafiino es 


la es un 
miento pro-independencia y la libera 


‘por ella. 


tom 


cumpliré 20 anos en la carcel, 
policia 
companero.era un 


ron porque queria una part 
grande de 


en 3 milliones de dolares 3 
Rico para em } 
‘at ha ares 


hecho de que no hay ni un puertorri- 
quejfio en toda la pelicula que se gane 
la vida através del trabajo. Esta pelicu- 
que directo hacia el movi-, 


cidn de Puerto Rico y es un ataque a! 
las mujeres y los hombres que luchan 


La increible pelicula trata sobre un Peli 
racista que quiere averiguar 
quien maté a su companero. (Su 
que mata- 


ar una Incha, armada, 


ed Gnica mujer relacionada con el movi- 
miento pro-independericia atraves de . 
toda la pelicula - una prostitua adicta 
a las drogas. 


La pelicula esta lena de otras infa- 


imias: los policias nos laman “spics”, 
‘Inos dicen que debernos de estar agra- 

decidos de oe nos sacaron de las 
matas de p! 

No es ningun accidente que Para- Welfare. Dicen que nuestros hombres 
mount Pictures, un subsidiario de Gulf 20_ saben pelear. “Ellos caen' como 
& Western, Inc. (que contintia dando bunuelos enroscados”. Todos los que 
apoyo a la tortura y la explotacidn #Poyan la independencia son adoles- 
Portuguesa de Mozambique y Angola) Centes, ilusorios, retoricos y titeres. 
esta oportunidad para darle al 
publico “Badge 373”. Este verano y 
otofo de 1973 es precisamente cuando 2 
los independentistas estamos presen- bio desde los dfas en que dirigia el 
tando el caso colonial de Puerto Rico Partido de los Young Lords (antes de 
ante las Naciones Unidas. .También que lo echaran del partido por su 
estamos entrando en el ano en que © 
Lolita Lebrdn, una de las mujeres mis 
grandes en la historia de Puerto Rico, 


itanos y que nos dieron 


Felipe Luciano hace el papel del 
jer de esta ganga yes el mismo 
“Luciano ha dado un gran cam- 


ismo, machismo e individualismo) 


hasta que tomo’ este papel. 


Luciano es un oportunista y como 
tal estd en excelente compahia en la 
icula. La pelicula fue escrita por un 
riodista. del New York Post, Pete 


lamill, cuya .ex-esposa es puertorri- 


queiia y es amigo del boxeador Chegui 


‘orres, lo que le hace un experto en 


le , A 

a accidn). En el curso de su literatura anti-puertorriquehia, sexista, 

investigacin, el policis racista se tro- "@cista e insultos politicos. 

pieza con un complot de unos puerto- 

Triquefios_neoyorquinos revoluciona- 

rios que van a enviar armas valoradas 
Puerto 


Es Hamill quien hace que el cacique 
bajo mundo (un mundo de drogas 


y vicios) sea un puertorriqueio del 
Sur del Bronx y nada _ 


menos que el 
tercero en graduarse de Harvard. - 


a 


rogaaterg. St 
vot on Py oy oe 


9 Puerto Ricans 


cops’ racism and against the degrading 
treatment of the Puerto Rican, the 
cop outshoots them all, “gets his: 
man" against unbelievable odds, and is: 
the hero. The only ones who come 
out -losing are’ the Puerto Rican 
people. 

It is through films like Badge 373, 
that the American public is lulled into 
accepting certain racist stereotypes. 


is ki f indoctrination leads di- 
=, the formation of cops ike 


Thomas Shea who recently pistol- 
whipped a 14-year old Puerto Rican 
boy and then went on to murder a 
10-year old black child, Clifford 
Glover. 

The Puerto Rican community is up 
in arms about this film and black 
people who know first hand the ex- 
tent that racist sentiment can lead to, 
are standing with them in their portest 
against this insidious attack on the 
Puerto Rican liberation movement 
and on the entire community. 

No matter how the image-makers of 
this country attempt to depict the 
movement for the independence and 
freedom of Puerto Rico as a gang of 
dope addicts, pushers, prostitutes and 
murderers, we shall go forward until 
we have rid ourselves of the tentacles 
of U.S. control and we will not stand 
quietly by while they defame our 
Bers Psst = P Ana Celja 


BORICUAS 


Hamill hace a este personaje decir 
sobre Don Pedro Albizu Campos, uno 
de los lideres m4s grande que nuestra 
nacion ha tenido, quien puso su edu- 
cacion de Harvard al servicio del pue- 
blo y del movimiento de liberaci6n de 
Puerto Rico, “pobre Albizu se volvié 
loco, trato de empezar una revolucién 


‘sin armas; ellos lo destruyeron™. Toda 


su vida, Albizu aun durante su tortura 
con radiacién, fue un ejemplo de 
valeroso patriota y verdadero héroe. 
Esta pelicula es un insulto a su mem 
ria y al ejemplo que dejo para todas 
las generaciones venideras. 


Hamill reclama que él intenta hace 
que la gente Teaccione contra el ra 
cismo del policia y contra el trata 


a “su” hombre contra riesgos in 
creibles y es el “‘héroe” de la pelicula, 
Los que pierden son los puertorri 


‘peliculas como} 
“Badge 373” que el piblico norte} 
americano acepta ciertas ideas racistas 


porta como ellos pinten el movi- 
miento pro-independencia de Puerto 
Rico; como ganga de adictos a las 
drogas, titutas © asesinos, noso- 
tros seguiremos adelante hasta que nos 
liberemos de los tentaculos del control 
estadounidense.. No nos quedaremos 
callados mientras difaman a nuestros) 
heroes, pasados 
comu: 
furiosacon y la gente 
Iegra que sabe al extremo que llega el 
0, estan a nuestro lado. en pro- 
testa de este insidioso ataque contra el 
movimiento de liberacién 
Puertorriquena y contra la comunidad 


‘Ana Celia 


